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MISSION STATEMENT:
The Ocotillo Community Association 
is committed to providing the highest 
quality of community living to our 
residents and owners through an 
aesthetically pleasing, well-maintained 
environment. The Ocotillo Community 
Association and its management 
staff will provide the most prudent, 
ethical, team-oriented, creative, state-
of-the-art management to enhance 
our community and demonstrate fiscal 
responsibility by managing current 
expenditures, while planning for the 
future.

Board Meeting Dates 
2020

The open session meetings are held 
at the First Federal Credit Union lo-
cated at 3800 S Alma School on the 
4th Tuesday of the month at 4:30 
p.m.  These meetings are preceded 
by an Executive Session at 3:30 p.m. 
pursuant to A.R.S. 33-1804 (A) (1), 
(2), (3), (4) and (5).

The OCA Board Meeting Dates 
for 2020 are: 

JUNE 
23rd Bod Meeting
 
JULY
No BoD Meeting

AUGUST
No BoD Meeting
  
Meeting dates are subject 
to change.

Please visit www.oca-az.com 
for current information.

To be informed on community 
happenings and news please 
sign up for auto-email notifica-
tion by visiting the Ocotillo web-
site www.oca-az.com.

Meet the Board
The Ocotillo
Community 
Association

Your Hoa

Dear Members,

You may not be aware that we submit our information for the Ocotillo Community 
Association (OCA) Magazine a few weeks before it is published. By the time you read this, I 
am hoping the health situation that is causing so much uncertainty will have taken a turn for 
the better. 

First and foremost, our hearts go out to all those who have been affected by the outbreak of 
COVID-19. Secondly, your health, welfare and safety are paramount to The OCA Board and 
Staff.  We have been and will continue to closely monitor the advice and guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Over the past few weeks, we have been striving to keep the community running as normally 
as possible. Our OCA staff has been working remotely and has been able to ensure that all 
their normal tasks have been accomplished. They have done a great job of making sure that 
communications with you, our members, have been informative and timely and that your 
needs have been met. The Facilities Maintenance Department (FMD) has remained very busy. 
Along with AAA Landscape, they have kept the community as beautiful as ever. We hope 
that our members appreciate all the continued work put forth to keep Ocotillo the best place 
to live in Arizona.

The last week of March, The OCA approved the installation of 225 f lags at our subdivision 
entrances and they have f lown ever since as a visible sign that we are all together in this fight. 
We also unveiled the large f lag on the main monument. We f ly these f lags in solidarity with 
all the people on the front lines who have been risking their own health and safety for us; 
healthcare providers and caregivers, food service workers, grocery store staff, delivery people, 
first responders, farmers, warehouse workers, truck drivers, bus drivers and many, many more. 
If you have a f lag, put it up and join us in showing your solidarity.

Going forward, we pledge to keep members informed of all relevant developments and how 
they affect association operations. Now more than ever, it is imperative to join the email list 
so that you can stay informed as to the latest updates for your community. Email blasts will be 
the primary mode of communication for news going forward. Please visit our website today 
at oca-az.com and enter your email address under “Join our mailing list.” As has always been 
the case, we will NEVER trade or sell your contact information.

On behalf of The OCA Board and myself, please accept our gratitude for your goodwill and 
cooperation. You have worked together as individuals for the greater good the community. 
United we always overcome, that is what America is all about!

Stay safe and healthy.

Wally Brown
President, The OCA

President’s Message
Wally Brown, President

Wally Brown
President

Mike Palermo
Vice President

Angela Harrolle
Director

Spike Lawrence
Director

Cliff Jones
Director
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Hello Ocotillo, 

These articles are often a challenge to write given that these 
publications are being put together a few weeks prior to the 
publication date. As of this writing we’re all still living under 
Arizona’s Executive Order to “Stay Home, Stay Healthy, Stay 
Connected”. These articles are often an opportunity to recap 
recent happenings and let you know about what’s coming soon.  
The reality is that community events remain on hold at this time 
until it’s safe to resume meetings and gatherings on some level.  
So, I’m going to take this opportunity to remind everyone to 
check out the Ocotillo website at www.oca-az.com as a great 
resource for information of all kinds including upcoming events. 
We will be soon be launching a new website (same address) with 
enhanced features and capabilities that we believe many owners 
will find useful. Please check it out and check back often to “Stay 
Connected” with your community. 

Much of our recent focus has been spent simply trying to keep 
up with the quickly evolving changes in our world and ensuring 
that as a community we’re taking the appropriate actions. While 
much of what we’re seeing on TV can be troubling, I prefer to 
focus on the uplifting stories of how people are coming together 
in times of need, and all of the things people are doing to lift not 
only their spirits, but the spirits of the people around them.  I saw 
a story about children drawing and writing positive messages in 
chalk on sidewalks… then recently I was in one of our Ocotillo 
parks and saw the same thing.  A child’s rainbow never looked 
so beautiful.  

 Some of the positives of these recent weeks is that we actually 
see our friends and neighbors out enjoying the beautiful weather 
we’ve been having and taking advantage of this wonderful com-
munity we’re blessed to call home.  It’s actually very uplifting to 
see folks out walking, biking and children playing in the parks.  
As a fellow dog lover, I’ve never seen so many folks out walking 
their dogs in the over 10 years I’ve been a part of Ocotillo. 

We are fortunate to have such dedicated employees and com-
munity partners who are doing their thing and helping to keep 
our community beautiful for us all to enjoy.  It’s with their help 
that we’ve been able to continue with a number of community 
enhancement projects and the community continues to look bet-
ter and better. 

By the time this publication reaches everyone I hope we’re well 
on our way back to normality. I want to wish everyone a safe, 
healthy & happy Summer. No matter what the status of the world 
is... Together our community and our country will get 
through these (or any) challenging times. 

Don Higdon CMCA, AMS, CAAM
General Manager

Manager’s Message
Don Higdon, CMCA, AMS, CAAM, 
General Manager

4th of July Fun Facts
• Thomas Jefferson was chosen to write the Declaration of 

Independence over the much more qualified and more skilled 
writer Ben Franklin.  The reason behind this, according to 
Ormand Seavey, editor of Oxford’s edition of Ben Franklin’s 
autobiography, was that Franklin was known to put very subtle 
satire in just about everything he wrote and, quite often, nobody 
but he was smart enough to comprehend it until much later.  
Knowing this document would likely be examined closely by the 
nations of the world at that time, they chose to avoid the issue 
by having the much less gifted writer, Jefferson, write it instead, 
with Franklin and three others to help Jefferson draft it.

• The drafters were known as the “Committee of Five”.  They were 
appointed to write a statement that presented to the world the 
colonies’ case for independence.  These five consisted of John 
Adams, Roger Sherman, Ben Franklin, Robert Livingston, and 
Thomas Jefferson.

• Both Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died on July 4th, 1826, 
the 50th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence.  Adam’s last words were, “Thomas Jefferson still 
survives”.  He didn’t know that Jefferson had died a few hours 
before.  The two were extremely bitter enemies for much of their 
political life, but in retirement laid aside their differences and 
became very close friends.

• There is in fact writing on the back of the Declaration of 
Independence.  It reads: “Original Declaration of Independence, 
dated 4th July 1776″.  This writing appears on the bottom of the 
document, upside down.  We of course know that this signed 
version wasn’t written until July 19th, but the founding fathers 
probably wanted to commemorate the official date of the 
announcement with this copy, which was meant to last, being 
written on parchment instead of paper like all the other copies 
at that time.

• The current case that contains the Declaration of Independence 
is made from titanium and aluminum with gold plated framing 
and a bullet proof window so people can see it.  The inside is 
airtight and filled with argon gas and a controlled amount of 
humidity.  The Charters of Freedom and the Bill of Rights are also 
encased in this exact same way.

• Being the head of the Continental Congress, John Hancock was 
the first to sign the document, doing so with a flourish, which has 
since made his name synonymous with “signature”.

• There is currently a hand print on the bottom left of the 
Declaration of Independence.  Nobody knows how or when it 
got there.  Unfortunately, attempting to clean it off would very 
likely damage the fragile document.
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Would YOU like to WIN a $25 gift certificate to lunch at a local restaurant?

You can just by signing up to be on the Ocotillo Community Association’s email notification and / or sign up for direct 
debit for your monthly assessments. 

There will be a monthly drawing. One winner per month. Winner will be notified via email and will appear in an 
upcoming Ocotillo magazine.
Please visit www.oca-az.com today to sign up.

To be the first to know about news, events, and information pertaining to the Ocotillo Community, please sign up to 
receive Ocotillo Community emails at www.oca-az.com. Your emails are not shared or sold. 

Congratulations to the following Homeowners… 
FEBRUARY DEBIT WINNER   MARCH EMAIL WINNER   APRIL DEBIT WINNER 
Timothy & Mary Baker  Warren Kingsbury  Vikas Kirti 
Balboa Point  Ocotillo Lakes Echelon

Attention Residents  

Your Hoa

Office: 480-704-2900
Fax:  480-704-2905
Facility Maintenance:  480-802-7669
Website: www.oca-az.com

Erica Barber
Covenants Coordinator   

The Ocotillo Community 
Association 

Briana Bosanko 
Design Review Manager
The Ocotillo Community 

Association

To be informed on community happenings and news 
please sign up for auto-email notification by visiting the Ocotillo website www.oca-az.com.

Premier Community Management
3930 S. Alma School Rd., Suite 10
Chandler, Arizona 85248

Don Higdon
General Manager

The Ocotillo Community 
Association 

Dawnette Seabaugh   
Executive Assistant 

The Ocotillo Community 
Association 

Frank Rockwell 
Facilities Maintenance 
Department Supervisor

Mike Montemorra
AAA Landscape  

On-Site Supervisor
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JANUARY

• Approved Valerio at Downtown plan 
revision

• Approved to ratify Insurance policy 
renewals

• Approved proposal for Lakeside Park  
lake liner repair

• Approved removing debris in main 
monument fountain

• Approved new motor at pump  
station 9

• Approved changes to design standards

• Approved 2019 Audit engagement 
letter

• Approved new lease for FMD Office

 
FEBRUARY

• Approved lake liner repair at  
pump station 5

• Approved lake liner repair at  
pump station 6

• Approved Olive Tree spraying

• Approved Pickleball Court loan

The OCA Board of 
Directors Actions  
and Approvals

OCOTILLO VOTED 
BEST COMMUNITY IN 

ARIZONA!

990 West Ocotillo Road • Chandler, AZ • 480.400.8432
www.TheVillageatOcotillo.com

In depen den t & A ssist ed Li v i ng R esi dences

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

A little help.
A big 
difference. 

 Of course, we can help you with your daily needs. 
But did you know you will also have options for fitness, 
socializing, healthy fine dining, and more? And services 
are tailored to you, so you’ll get just the right amount of 
help you need, when you request it.
 But the best part? No matter if you need a little help
or a lot, you will be amazed by the difference.

Pleace call or visit our website 
to learn more.

Our award-winning 
senior living community 
with licensed and 
accredited assisted living 
services is about the 
whole family and 
the whole YOU.

Advertise in The Ocotillo Magazine.

Call Today! 480.634.1708

FruitHow to Select, Store & Serve These Health Foods
Chef’s CornerFeaturing Chef Peter DeCarl

Head Chef at Bernard’s at Ocotillo
Plus…West Nile PreventionActive Homebuilders in OcotilloChandler’s Curfew Law

Should You Leverage Your Home Or Pay It Down Rapidly?
By Bryan Johnson, Spectrum Financial Group

Pool and Water Safety Tips… Page 24

OcotilloCommunity Association Magazine
Issue 2 / 2007

The

New Board Members

Do you want to put your company in 
front of The Ocotillo Community?



6      Issue 2/2020

Arcosanti
Sitting a few miles north of Cordes Lakes 
is something that you would expect to see 
in a sci-fi film with its semi-domes and col-
ored walls. Instead, Arcosanti was the vi-
sion of Italian architect Paolo Soleri, who 

sought to create a city with the perfect blend of architectural beauty 
and ecology.

Biosphere 2 (Oracle)
With all this talk about colonizing Mars, 
if there’s any guess what those first settle-
ments may look like, the Biosphere 2 may 
give some insight. Inspired by Earth, the 
original biosphere, Biosphere 2 was built as 

an experiment for potentially living in a foreign world. While it seems 
idyllic and easy on paper, it turns out the two attempts at running 
experimental missions were plagued with problems. These days, the 
Biosphere 2 operates as an open research facility that you can visit.

The Boneyard (Tucson)
This place goes by several different names 
but all you really need to know is that this is 
the location where old airplanes are laid to 
rest. Located next to the Davis-Monathan 
Air Force Base, it is the largest boneyard for 

aircraft and has a massive collection of different airplanes, making a 
dream for both photographers and aircraft enthusiasts.

Dinosaurs (statewide)
Perhaps one of the strangest sights are the 
dinosaurs sporadically found across the 
state. The permanent dinosaur exhibit has 
sat at the Arizona History Museum in Mesa 
for years and the dinosaur tracks (both ac-

tual and fabricated) in Tuba City are an attraction. But did you know 
you can also find replicas of these ancient beasts roadside? One T-rex 
sits outside the McDonald’s in Benson and some in Tucson. You’ll see 
some retro versions sitting around Peach Springs and metal versions 
in Gila Bend. And, of course, Holbrook is bursting out the seams 
with dinosaurs; you’ll find a few scattered along I-40 at the town’s 
outskirts and even more driving into town.

The Domes (Casa Grande)
Strange but intriuging, these domes look 
like they might have been the former set of 
a sci-fi movie. In reality, they were origi-
nally supposed to be part of an electronics 
manufacturing facility. 

Flintstones Bedrock City (Williams)
Located north of Williams, the Flintstones 
Bedrock City is a small attraction sitting 
south of the Grand Canyon and features 
life-sized replicas of the popular 1950s TV 

show. This place is definitely a little strange but is worth a quick look.

Unique Places You 
Can Go In Arizona
(When It’s Safe)

Longhorn Bar & Grill (Amado)
Although it is now closed, this site com-
bines two images (albeit, stereotypical) of 
the desert southwest: the bar and a long-
horn skull. Together they create a land-
mark that is striking and difficult to miss. 

The restaurant’s exterior has been featured in movies and television 
shows, such as “Alice Doesn’t Live Here Anymore” and “Boys on 
the Side.”

Mystery Castle (Phoenix)
Sitting at the base of South Mountain, Mys-
tery Castle was designed and built in the 
1930s by Boyce Luther Gulley. After be-
ing diagnosed with tuberculosis, he left his 
wife and daughter in Seattle and relocated 

to Phoenix, evidently without telling them where he was going. He 
died before he had a chance to see his family again but not before 
leaving behind a castle they inherited. An eclectic construction of 
stone, cement, and recycled materials, it certainly earns a place on 
this list for an out of the ordinary destination.

Santa Claus, Arizona (Golden Valley)
If you were to look for Santa’s workshop 
and office in the continental United States, 
would Arizona be your first choice? Sitting 
alone and abandoned along Route 93 out-
side of Chloride, Santa Claus is a deserted 

town that had big plans never realized. Nina Talbot, a real estate 
agent from Los Angeles, had plans to eventually turn the tourist spot 
into a resort destination centered around the Santa theme. This plan 
never came to fruition and Talbot sold the town. It’s popularity as a 
roadside attraction slowly declined and today, it sits deteriorated and 
vandalized on the roadside.

The Thing (Dragoon)
What is needed for an irrestible roadside 
attraction? A combination of mystery and 
fascination, something that has certainly 
driven most people off road to this par-
ticular attraction along Interstate 10 near 

Dragoon. A barrage of signs advertise “The Thing” and its assumed 
mysteries. For a small fee, you can also investigate the Thing for 
yourself to see if it is worth the hype.

Wigwam Village (Holbrook)
A relic of the Route 66 days, the Wigwam 
Village was one of many themed, motels 
offering travelers a warm bed with a unique 
stay. It is so iconic that a version was fea-
tured in Pixar’s movie “Cars,” exchanging 

the tipis for traffic cones. If you fancy a stay, you’re in luck because 
the motel is still in operation and continues to be run by the family 
that originally opened this location.

When it comes to exploring Arizona, most people tend to go straight for all the popu-
lar, mainstream attractions. It’s not hard to see why; these places are picturesque, 
alluring and timeless. But what about other spots around the state that make you 
wonder why on earth it was ever created? Here’s a look at some of the strange, less 
traveled places around the state that may raise an eyebrow or two. As with anything, 
strange is in the eye of the beholder, so keep that in mind when looking over the 
places listed below.
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What Expiration Dates Really Mean

Lawless Labels—The Need-to-Know 
The dates on food and drink products are not required or regulated 
by Federal administrators (with the exception of infant formula). 
Those mysterious dates printed on food containers telling us when to 
purchase, eat, or throw out that tub of yogurt by are actually decided 
by each individual manufacturer. To complicate things even more, 
the printed numbers can mean multiple things, and there’s no conti-
nuity between types of products. So we’ve spelled it out for you with 
help from the USDA:

• “Sell-By.” This number is for the store, letting employers know 
how long a certain product can stay on the shelf. You should buy 
the food item before this date passes to ensure it’s fresh.

• “Best if Used Before/By.” This date helps specify when a product 
is at its peak freshness. It does not indicate the safety of the item. 
Buy and use before this date for best quality.

• “Use-By.”These dates indicate when a product will start deterio-
rating in quality and flavor. (Again, it’s not a safety guide!) Again, 
it’s best to buy and use products before this date for best quality, 
but consuming the product a few days late won’t kill ya.

• Closed or coded dates. These are packing codes that track the 
product when it is being shipped. These codes are typically a series 
of numbers and letters that indicate dates and times the container 
was filled, and places of manufacture. (They look something like 
this: 045B97 April 11, 2008.) They should not be interpreted as 
“use-by” dates.

Unfortunately there’s no predetermined number of days that deter-
mine how long certain foods stay edible. However, the USDA rec-
ommends following the “Use-By” date on food packages just to stay 

Here’s some food for thought: Expiration dates refer to quality and freshness of food, not safety. (Yep, that’s a shocker!) So even 
if a food item passes its expiration date, that item could technically still be safe to eat. We dug a little deeper to find out what 
different types of “expiration” dates really indicate, and if they can be useful for consumers. 

on the safe side. If there’s no date to follow, here are a few key recom-
mended storage timelines:

Your Action Plan
We can’t just go by the numbers and forgo properly storing food. 
(That carton of milk will go bad overnight on the kitchen counter 
regardless of its expiration date!) Food spoilage depends just as much 
on storing conditions as it does time on the shelf. So take into account 
these tips to help keep food fresh and safe.
1. Set it right. Make sure the fridge is set at or below 40 and the 

freezer is set at 0 degrees Fahrenheit. If your cooling dial doesn’t 
have exact temperatures noted, place a thermometer in the center 
of the refrigerator overnight for an accurate reading.

2. Unpack promptly. After you get back from the grocery store, re-
frigerate or freeze perishables or pre-cooked foods within two 
hours to avoid spoiling.

3. Eat it or freeze it. Food safety experts suggest consumers eat or 
freeze meat within two days of purchasing. The reason? Raw 
meat is typically kept around 30 degrees Fahrenheit in the store, 
while refrigerators at home are typically set around 40 degrees (so 
veggies wont freeze)!

4. Don’t let it linger. Don’t eat sliced produce, meat, poultry, and 
eggs if they’ve been left out for more than two hours. The same 
goes for milk—while it may last for five days past its sell-by date 
in the fridge, it will quickly spoil if it’s not kept cold. And remem-
ber! Whole cooked dishes and leftovers can go bad too, so it’s best 
to chuck that leftover chinese after three or four days in the fridge.

5. Trust your judgment. Make sure to use expiration dates as a guide 
rather than relying solely on the numbers. It’s ultimately up to us 
to figure out when food is no longer fresh and edible. (Yep, that 
means giving those week-old cold cuts a good whiff.)
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Father’s Day is Sunday, June 21st.  Please don’t miss this opportunity 
to express to your father, father figure or male mentor how much 
they mean to you.  “I love you”…the most powerful words in the 
world.  Whatever gratitude and love we have does not get received if 
we don’t express it in the first place.  Show your dad some love today, 
tomorrow, and every day.

As Father’s Day approaches, I asked The OCA Board members to share a 
picture of each of their fathers and what the most important thing they learned 
for them was:

Wally Brown Sam Brown

This is an easy one for me. My dad was not only a great dad but a 
great teacher. The lessons were easy to learn because he led by ex-
ample. You watch him everyday and it soon becomes a part of who 
you are. I never deviate from what I learned and keep myself in check 
because I know he is still watching over me. 

“RESPECT WOMEN, TAKE CARE OF YOUR FAMILY AND 
ALWAYS DO THE RIGHT THING”

Mike Palermo James Palermo

My dad showed me how to do a lot of “hands on” things, from car-
pentry to car repair. Whenever I got the project right, he would get 
the biggest smile and say, “Now you’re cooking with gas!” To this 
day, whenever I put those things to use, I think how lucky I am. 

My dad also taught me the value of hard work, to hold my head high 
and to be proud of what I do and do it well. He truly believed that 
if you worked hard and treated people right, with a little luck from 

Father’s Day
God, you could have a good life. He was right.  

Cliff Jones Donny Jones

The most important thing my father taught was to work. If you want 
something work for it. That has suited me well in my life.

Angela Harrolle Lonny Hughes

My father is an entrepreneur on many levels but first and foremost a 
farmer. A lesson I learned at a young age is the value of resale, how it 
must be fair. A lemonade stand can be an amazing learning experi-
ence!!  

To honor your country, respect family, and always work hard. 

Spike Lawrence Nap Lawrence

Work hard and invest half of what you make.
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Father’s Day Quotes
• “Dad: A son’s first hero, a daughter’s first love.” —Unknown

• “A dad is someone who wants to catch you when you fall. In-
stead he picks you up, brushes you off and lets you try again.” 
—Unknown

• “A father is neither an anchor to hold us back, nor a sail to 
take us there, but a guiding light whose love shows us the 
way.” —Unknown

• “A father doesn’t tell you that he loves you. He shows you.” 
—Dimitri the Stoneheart

• “A father carries pictures where his money used to be.”  
—Steve Martin

• “When my father didn’t have my hand, he had my back.”  
—Linda Poindexter

• “A father is someone you look up to no matter how tall you 
grow.” —Unknown

• “The greatest mark of a father is how he treats his children 
when no one is looking.” —Dan Pearce

• “[My father] has always provided me a safe place to land and a 
hard place from which to launch.” —Chelsea Clinton

• “Every son quotes his father, in words and in deeds.”  
—Terri Guillemets

• “By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was right, 
he usually has a son who thinks he’s wrong.”  
—Charles Wadworth

• “[Fatherhood is] the greatest thing that could ever happen. 
You can’t explain it until it happens; it’s like telling somebody 
what water feels like before they’ve ever swam in it.”  
—Michael Bublé

• “You gotta love dads. At my wedding, when I tripped on 
my wedding dress and fell flat on my face, Dad said, “Don’t 
worry, you’ll do better next time.”” —Melanie White

• “The greatest thing a father can do for his children is love 
their mother.” —Anjaneth Garcia Untalan

• “A man’s worth is measured by how he parents his children. 
What he gives them, what he keeps away from them, the 
lessons he teaches and the lessons he allows them to learn on 
their own.” —Lisa Rogers

• “The reward of child rearing is spending the rest of your life 
proudly knowing this person you helped guide.”  
—Mike Sager

• “Great fathers don’t find fault. Great fathers find solutions.” 
—Reed Markham

• “A truly rich man is one whose children run into his arms 
when his hands are empty.” —Unknown

• “One of the most powerful handclasps is that of a new grand-
baby around the finger of a grandfather.” —Joy Hargrove

• “To a small child, the perfect granddad is unafraid of big dogs 
and fierce storms, but absolutely terrified of the word boo.” 
—Robert Brault

• “We never know the love of a parent till we become parents 
ourselves.” —Henry Ward Beecher

• “My father gave me the greatest gift anyone could give an-
other person: he believed in me.” —Jim Valvano

• “It is admirable for a man to take his son fishing, but there is 
a special place in heaven for the father who takes his daughter 
shopping.” —John Sinor

• “Being a father has been, without a doubt, my greatest source 
of achievement, pride and inspiration. Fatherhood has taught 
me about unconditional love, reinforced the importance of 
giving back and taught me how to be a better person.”  
—Naveen Jain
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2020 Tax Deadline Extension: What 
Is and Isn’t Extended?

Tax Deadline Extension: What Is Extended for 2020
On March 20, 2020, the IRS officially extended the federal income 
tax filing deadline from April 15, 2020 to July 15, 2020. That means 
taxpayers who will owe money don’t need to file a tax return until 
this date, and if they owe money they don’t need to make payments 
until then.

This extension applies to all filers, including individuals, businesses, 
trusts, estates and more. It applies regardless of the amount you might 
owe, and payments will not incur additional penalties or interest up 
until the new deadline. This extension is automatic, meaning taxpay-
ers do not need to file any additional forms to take advantage of it.

The July 15 extension could provide some significant benefits for tax-
payers looking to save for retirement through an IRA. That’s because 
the normal April 15 income tax deadline is also the IRA contribution 
deadline. In turn, the new July 15 due date would simultaneously 
push back the 2019 IRA contribution deadline.

For reference, the 2019 standard IRA contribution limit is still $6,000, 
or $7,000 if you are 50 or older. If you’ve already maxed out your con-
tribution for the 2019 tax year, you can contribute toward the 2020 
tax year, for which the limit is also $6,000.

This extension does not apply to 401(k) retirement savings accounts.

Prior to the March 20 announcement, the extension was only in-
tended to apply to tax payments. In other words, taxpayers would still 
have to file by April 15, but payments would not be due until July 15. 
This policy was quickly scrapped in favor of a full postponement of 
the deadline for both filings and payments.

What Doesn’t the Tax Deadline Extension Apply to?

While the federal income tax deadline for filing and payments has 
been extended automatically to July 15, 2020, you’ll still need to file 
for an extension if you need more time than that. For individual filers, 
this involves filling out Form 4868. Businesses who need a further 
extension must file Form 7004. Despite the new July 15 deadline, the 
tax deadline if you file for an extension remains the same at October 
15, 2020.

It’s also important to note that the income tax refund schedule re-
mains unchanged. This serves as an incentive for people to still file 
sooner rather than later.

How Will the Tax Deadline Extension Affect Taxpayers?

Whether you’re filing as an individual, a business, a trust, an estate 
or anything else, your 2020 federal tax filing and payment deadline 
is now July 15. You won’t need to take any action in order to take 
advantage of this extension.

However, the federal government is still urging taxpayers to file their 
taxes as soon as possible. “We encourage those Americans who can 

file their taxes to continue to file their taxes on April 15,” said U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin.

Since many Americans typically receive tax refunds, Mnuchin goes 
on to state that he wants those refunds to get into their hands as soon 
as possible. This influx of extra cash is a great way for many people to 
lessen the financial hit that this pandemic is responsible for.

Reasons for the Tax Deadline Extension

Many Americans file their taxes online and never meet an accountant 
face to face. For these individuals, there is minimal, if any, risk of 
directly spreading COVID-19 through the filing process. However, 
not all Americans have this luxury, as many individuals need to meet 
with an accountant in person. Many free tax preparation services, 
like Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and Tax Counseling 
for the Elderly (TCE), are held in public spaces and may be currently 
inaccessible.

The extension also gives people extra time to gather their records or 
access a computer. These are key in helping people file electronically, 
which is the optimal way to speed up the refund process. Although 
these reasons might seem fairly trivial, the newly introduced practices 
of social distancing can makes things much more difficult. Therefore, 
an extension affords people a little extra time to get their taxes and 
financial affairs in order.

Perhaps most importantly, the extension may be crucial for taxpayers 
who will owe the government money. The coronavirus pandemic has 
already had a significant negative impact on the economy, including 
job losses and significant declines in the stock market. Those who 
have felt these impacts may benefit from having another three months 
before having to pay a tax bill.

Bottom Line

The extension of the federal income tax filing and payment deadline 
to July 15 is completely automatic. There isn’t anything you need to 
do to claim it, and it applies to all filers. You also won’t need to worry 
about incurring any IRS penalties or interest.

If you can, file your taxes as early as possible, as it’ll allow you to 
receive your refund more promptly. Also, make sure that you don’t 
forget to file down the road because of this extension. The federal 
government hopes that the new deadline will provide much needed 
relief to those most affected by the pandemic.

To the extent that this message or any attachment concerns tax matters, it is 
not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the 
purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed by law.  This message was 
written to support the promotion or marketing of the transactions or matters 
addressed herein, and the taxpayer should seek advice based on the taxpayer’s 
particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor.

Info courtesy of smartasset.com
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Summer Survival Tips

Heat stroke is the most serious form of heat injury and is considered 
a medical emergency. If you suspect that someone has heat stroke 
-- also known as sunstroke -- call 911 immediately and give first aid 
until paramedics arrive.

Heat stroke can kill or cause damage to the brain and other internal 
organs. Although heat stroke mainly affects people over age 50, it 
also takes a toll on healthy young athletes.

Heat stroke often occurs as a progression from milder heat-related 
illnesses such as heat cramps, heat syncope (fainting), and heat ex-
haustion. But it can strike even if you have no previous signs of heat 
injury.

Heat stroke results from prolonged exposure to high temperatures 
-- usually in combination with dehydration -- which leads to fail-
ure of the body’s temperature control system. The medical defini-
tion of heat stroke is a core body temperature greater than 105 de-
grees Fahrenheit, with complications involving the central nervous 
system that occur after exposure to high temperatures. Other com-
mon symptoms include nausea, seizures, confusion, disorientation, 
and sometimes loss of consciousness or coma.

Symptoms of Heat Stroke
The hallmark symptom of heat stroke is a core body temperature 
above 105 degrees Fahrenheit. But fainting may be the first sign.

Other symptoms may include:
• Throbbing headache
• Dizziness and light-headedness
• Lack of sweating despite the heat
• Red, hot, and dry skin
• Muscle weakness or cramps
• Nausea and vomiting
• Rapid heartbeat, which may be either strong or weak
• Rapid, shallow breathing
• Behavioral changes such as confusion, disorientation, or stag-

gering
• Seizures
• Unconsciousness

First Aid for Heat Stroke
If you suspect that someone has a heat stroke, immediately call 911 
or transport the person to a hospital. Any delay seeking medical 
help can be fatal.

While waiting for the paramedics to arrive, initiate first aid. Move 
the person to an air-conditioned environment -- or at least a cool, 
shady area -- and remove any unnecessary clothing.

If possible, take the person’s core body temperature and initiate first 
aid to cool it to 101 to 102 degrees Fahrenheit. (If no thermometers 
are available, don’t hesitate to initiate first aid.)

Try these cooling strategies
• Fan air over the patient while wetting his or her skin with water 

from a sponge or garden hose.
• Apply ice packs to the patient’s armpits, groin, neck, and back. 

Because these areas are rich with blood vessels close to the skin, 
cooling them may reduce body temperature.

• Immerse the patient in a shower or tub of cool water, or an ice 
bath.

If emergency response is delayed, call the hospital emergency room 
for additional instructions.

Preventing Heat Stroke
When the heat index is high, it’s best to stay in an air-conditioned 
environment. If you must go outdoors, you can prevent heat stroke 
by taking these steps:
• Wear lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting clothing, and a 

wide-brimmed hat.
• Use a sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF) of 30 or 

more.
• Drink extra fluids. To prevent dehydration, it’s generally rec-

ommended to drink at least eight glasses of water, fruit juice, 
or vegetable juice per day. Because heat-related illness also can 
result from salt depletion, it may be advisable to substitute an 
electrolyte-rich sports drink for water during periods of ex-
treme heat and humidity.

• Take additional precautions when exercising or working out-
doors.The general recommendation is to drink 24 ounces of 
fluid two hours before exercise, and consider adding another 
8 ounces of water or sports drink right before exercise. During 
exercise, you should consume another 8 ounces of water every 
20 minutes, even if you don’t feel thirsty.

• Reschedule or cancel outdoor activity. If possible, shift your 
time outdoors to the coolest times of the day, either early morn-
ing or after sunset.

Other strategies for preventing heat stroke include:
• Monitoring the color of your urine. Darker urine is a sign of 

dehydration. Be sure to drink enough fluids to maintain very 
light-colored urine.

• Measuring your weight before and after physical activity. Moni-
toring lost water weight can help you determine how much fluid 
you need to drink.

Avoid fluids containing caffeine or alcohol, because both substances 
can make you lose more fluids and worsen heat-related illness. Also, 
do not take salt tablets unless your doctor has told you to do so. The 
easiest and safest way to replace salt and other electrolytes during 
heat waves is to drink sports beverages or fruit juice.

Check with your doctor before increasing liquid intake if you have 
epilepsy or heart, kidney, or liver disease; are on fluid-restricted 
diets; or have a problem with  fluid retention.

Info courtesy of webmd.com

Heat Stroke
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Summer Survival Tips

A dust storm is a wall of dust and debris that is often blown into an 
area by strong winds from thunderstorms. The wall of dust can be 
miles long and several thousand feet high. On any given day, dust 
storms kick up a lot of dust into our air. In fact, scientists estimate 
that on average, about 44 billion pounds (20 teragrams) of dust are 
in Earth’s atmosphere at any one time.

What causes a dust storm?

Dust storms are caused by very strong winds — often produced by 
thunderstorms. In dry regions, the winds can pull dust from the 
ground up into the air, creating a dust storm. An area’s geography 
and plant life can also make it more likely to have dust storms. For 
example, dust storms are common in regions that are flat and have 
very few trees and plants. These two features allow winds to build 
up momentum, causing the winds to grow stronger and drive more 
dust into the atmosphere.

Why are dust storms a problem?

Although dust storms may end after just a few minutes, dust can 
hang in the air and cause problems for days or even months after-
ward. Dust storms — and their lingering effects — can be hazard-
ous for several reasons:

• A dust storm’s initial wall of dust and debris can arrive suddenly 
and can catch people by surprise.

• Dust storms can make it difficult to see when you’re driving a 
car and can lead to car accidents.

• Dust in the air can cause serious problems for airplanes. Dense 
dust can reduce visibility for pilots, causing delays and cancel-
lations. Dust storms can also cause mechanical problems in air-
planes.

• Breathing dusty air during a dust storm can cause health prob-
lems — especially for people with asthma.

Is there a warning for dust storms?

If a dust storm is spotted in your area, your local National Weather 
Service forecast office will issue a dust storm warning. Scientists can 
also use weather satellites to catch the first signs of a dust storm to 
help forecasters give an even earlier warning.

Although it’s hard to miss dust storms on the ground, they can be 
difficult to spot from space. That’s because the dust is often the 
same color as the ground below, so the storm blends in with its sur-
roundings.

However, the weather satellites of the GOES-R Series (short for 
Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite-R Series) have 
an instrument that can spot dust storms. The instrument, called 
the Advanced Baseline Imager (ABI for short), is like a camera that 
takes pictures with many different filters. By combining and com-
paring information from these different types of pictures, scientists 
can spot the beginnings of a dust storm. This allows earlier warn-
ings, which can keep cars, airplanes and people safe.

• If you encounter a dust storm, immediately check traffic around 
your vehicle (front, back and to the side) and begin slowing 
down.

• Do not wait until poor visibility makes it difficult to safely pull 
off the roadway -- do it as soon as possible. Completely exit the 
highway if you can.

• Do not stop in a travel lane or in the emergency lane. Look for 
a safe place to pull completely off the paved portion of the road-
way.

• Turn off all vehicle lights, including your emergency flashers. 
You do not want other vehicles approaching from behind to 
use your lights as a guide, possibly crashing into your parked 
vehicle.

• Set your emergency brake and take your foot off the brake.

• Stay in the vehicle with your seatbelts buckled and wait for the 
storm to pass.

• Drivers of high-profile vehicles should be especially aware of 
changing weather conditions and travel at reduced speeds.

Info courtesy of scijinx.gov and azdhs.gov 

Dust Storm



    The Ocotillo Community Association    13

Weather-related events can cause your pool to be contaminated 
with debris such as dirt, mud, silt, and bacteria, to name a few. 
While there is no way to keep your pool debris-free when one of 
these events occur, there are certainly a few things a pool owner 
can do to protect their pool and equipment from damages, as well 
as potential bacteria and algae growth that can result from severe 
weather or natural disasters. Here are a few guidelines to follow in 
the case of a weather-related event to ensure that your pool will be 
in the best possible shape.

Avoid Draining the Water

You might have the urge to remove the water from your pool to 
prevent the pool from overflowing and the water from becoming 
contaminated. However, you actually cause more harm than good 
if water is drained from the pool. Draining your pool leaves the 
pool walls and floor unprotected, susceptible to scratches or dam-
age by flying debris. Not only that, but a pool without water can 
potentially pop up and “float” on the rising water table. In this case, 
keeping the water inside your pool, despite the contamination after 
a storm or hurricane, will prove an easier clean up than had you 
removed the water altogether.

Leave Your Pool Open

Installing any kind of cover across the pool will not do much to 
protect against dust and contaminants, because storms often bring 
strong winds and heavy rain that can cause the cover to lift off your 
pool. Also, placing your cover over your pool leaves it vulnerable to 
sharp branches and other debris that can become airborne during a 
storm. By keeping the cover off your pool during a storm, you will 
prevent unwanted damage and avoid having to deal with a difficult 
removal if the cover is full of water and debris.

Balance and Control

During a storm, it is inevitable that dirt, debris, and other contami-
nants will find their way into your pool. Even though you will most 
likely need to shock and balance your pool after any occurrence 
of severe weather, balancing and adding algae controller to your 

water beforehand will save you a lot of work after the weather has 
subsided.

By balancing your pool chemistry and adding a large dose of an 
algae controller, most of the organic contaminants that are blown 
into your pool will be quickly and easily eliminated. Any of the 
contaminants that do remain in your pool should be destroyed by 
shocking your pool after the storm.

Prepare for Some Routine Clean-Up

If you have time before the storm, remove as many toys, furniture, 
and other items as you can, and store them in a safe place. Much 
of the damage from storms is caused by debris that could easily be 
stored out of harm’s way. Never put objects into the pool to protect 
them from a storm, as this could damage the objects and cause seri-
ous metal staining problems for your pool water.

If Possible, Trim Branches From Nearby Trees

If you find yourself with some spare time before the big storm is 
to arrive, trimming the branches and limbs from nearby trees will 
help protect your pool and even your home. Large and overgrown 
branches can snap off easily, and often become dangerous projec-
tiles during storms. A little routine maintenance can go a long way–
especially when strong winds or storms are in your future.

Turn The Power Off

To prevent potentially dangerous electrical issues, it’s imperative 
that you turn off the power to your pool equipment, such as a pump, 
motor, filter, heater, chlorinator, and lighting fixtures. Even if you 
shut the power to your pool equipment, it can still be damaged 
by large amounts of wind, rain and debris that come with severe 
weather problems. To avoid any damage, we recommend covering 
pool equipment with a large plastic tarp or waterproof coverings. 
Ensure that the covering is tied down tightly to avoid water from 
getting to the equipment.

Info courtesy of lesliespool.com

Preparing Your Pool for a Storm
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Ocotillo Golf Club 
Clubhouse Dr. 
Ocotillo Grille   480-917-6660 
The Ocotillo Golf Club Pro Shop  480-917-6660

South side of Queen Creek between Alma School and  
Dobson Rds. (West of Fire Station 5) 
Craig Lloyd Agency American Family Insurance    480-899-8549 
Edward Jones - Vicki Paez     480-855-3926 
Huser Law Firm     602-275-3999 
Toll Plus LLC     480-917-2100

The Falls @ Ocotillo 
SW Corner of Alma School Rd & Queen Creek Rd 
Advanced Back and Neck Care  480-814-7115 
Chamberlain Orthodontics   480-899-9423 
Chandler Dental Health  480-899-6677 
Chase Bank    480-890-6500 
Coldwell Banker  480-899-1808 
Edward Jones Investment   480-899-7171 
El Bella Salon & Day Spa    480-988-6063 
Equity Title Agency       480-722-9429 
Farmboy    480-361-2153 
Green Corner Restaurant  480-835-2313 
Greystone Title Agency    480-624-8610 
Keegan’s       480-814-0003 
Kinderbugs Academy   480-899-3130 
Lapels Dry Cleaning   480-963-2223 
Nekter Juice Bar                    480-590-5652 
Pei Wei asian Diner        480-812-2230 
Spenga   480-237-4500 
Starbucks                                                         480-899-9295 
Stone & Vine Urban Italian     480-659-7438 
Tacos N More                        480-814-9202 
The Casual Pint         888-572-5823

NW Corner Alma School & Ocotillo Rd 
Grand Nails     480-900-7777 
Holiday Inn at Ocotillo   480-203-2121 
St. Amand Kitchen & Cocktails                 480-782-5550

Downtown Ocotillo 
SW Corner Queen Creek & Dobson Rd 
Casa del Nino Bilingual Montessori School   480-963-2550 
Cherish Farm Fresh Eatery   480-350-8433 
CHoP Mesquite Grill   480-821-0009 
First Arizona Title Company      480-385-6500 
Humble Pie   480-307-9412 
Keystone Law Firm    480-209-6942 
Keystone Wealth Partners    480-782-1034 
Lawrence Commercial Properties    480-664-2577 
Leidan Mitchell Salon & Spa   480-857-4200 
Phoenix ER and Medical Hospital   480-284.5867 
Press Coffee Roasters  480-699-6239 
Realty Executives  480-963-6000 

Rock Lobster   480-821-9000 
SCI Creations Digital Marketing   602-320-4494 
Stephanie Walker, DDS   480-855-8900 
The Living Room   480-855-2848 
Vinum 55   480-477-3920

Ocotillo Fiesta  
SE Corner Alma School Rd & Queen Creek Rd 
Albertsons   480-899-7102 
Albertsons Compass Bank   480-821-1917 
Bank of America   480-726-3630 
Belle Vie Salon Studios   480-378-0100 
Dominos Pizza   480-786-3338 
Great Clips   480-855-5619 
HD Brow & SkinRX  480-843-4110 
Maxliving     480-454-8883 
Michael’s Creative Jewelry    480-857-9600 
Moon China Chinese Bistro       480-855-8550 
Kumon (Math, Reading, Success)     480-895-9530 
McDonalds   480-857-8711 
Mikado Sushi   480-726-0255 
Nationwide Vision   480-917-8964 
Ocotillo Dental Care   480-855-1994 
Papa Chevo’s Taco Shop   480-899-0330 
Sarah’s Hallmark   480-963-8229 
State Farm Insurance   480-855-0665 
Subway   480-726-9015 
Tide Dry Cleaners         480-855-9270 
Vera’s Nails & Spa   480-899-1911 
Vida Mae’s Salon  480-802-0222

The Ocotillo Professional Building 
NW Corner Sandpiper & Alma School Rd 
Blacker Orthodontics   480-917-7977 
Foothills Sports Medicine Physical Therapy   480-782-7831 
Foot and Ankle Clinics of AZ   480-917-2300 
Ocotillo Lakes Dental Health     480-878-5570  
Ocotillo Family Medicine, PLLC   480-814-1100 
San Tan Foot and Ankle, PLC   480-917-2300

The Fountains @ Ocotillo  
SW Corner Desert Gull & Alma School Rd 
Aztec Optical   480-786-6086 
Clique Hiring Solutions                 480-223-9049 
Cosmetic Surgical Art Center   480-814-1112 
Fiesta Dental   480-726-0360 
Fountains Family Care   480-222-8083 
Giammarco Law Offices   480-722-0103 
Keller Williams Legacy One Realty   480-444-7200 
LPL Financial CPA   480-722-0202 
Next Title   480-385-7200 
Ocotillo Dermatology    480-917-4815 
Ocotillo Eyecare                 480-812-3937 
Premier Community Management   480-704-2900 
Rise Rehabilitation Specialist         480-899-9829 

supporT loCal, sHop oCoTillo
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Security Title Agency   480-838-8788 
Swagel Wooton Hiatt Eye Center   480-786-3937 
Wells Fargo Advisors   480-722-2468

Aquila Ocotillo  
SE Corner Price and Queen Creek Rd 
Alta Cima Corporation         480-568-8200 
Aquila Dental   480-812-2800 
Chandler Neurology and Sleep DO Associates PC  480-722-0239 
Chandler Psychiatry, PLLC   480-722-0239 
East Valley Compassionate Counseling   480 772-5522 
Gallego Allstate Agency   480-820-0808 
Goldbahr Real Estate   480-786-3874 
Healing Management Company    480-565-6671 
Invenio Search Group   480-855-2305 
ITainium   480-718-9306 
The Attorneys for Freedom Law Firm                   480-755-7110 
No Place Like Home Care, LLC   480-239-4326 
Redstone Mortgage  480 759-1500 
Ross Campbell Realty   480-755-1599 
Sexton Counseling Services   480-725-3207 
The Lakeside Suites at Ocotillo   480-855-2300

The Shops at Ocotillo Village 
SW Corner of Ocotillo Rd & Alma School Rd 
Black Rock Coffee Co.             480-219-2122 
Coconut’s Fish Café                 480-247-7900 

Fired Pie                                    480-207-7076 
NextCare Arizona, LLC  480-300-0807 
Oakwood Family Dental    480-895-9331 
Tropical Smoothie Café          480-659-3285

Ocotillo Shopping Center  
SW Corner of Powell Way & Alma School Rd 
A-1 Dry Cleaning & Alterations   480-802-2115 
Advanced Laser & Eye Care   480-632-2020 
Dignity Veterinary Service  480-508-4878 
H & R Block   480-802-4203 
Hyderabad Biryani House    480-508-4475 
Iora Primary Care    480-447-4244 
Jones Family Dentistry   480-895-9331 
Kelly’s Nails & Spa   480-833-8396 
McDonalds  480-895-5413 
More Than A Groomer            480-659-8474 
Ocotillo Barber Shop   480-895-5548 
Papa John’s   480-505-1704 
Precious Elements Jewelry & Coin  480-659-6984 
Safeway   480-883-0255 
State Farm  - Debbie Wiltse   480-792-9468 
The Salon at Ocotillo   480-883-8648 
The UPS Store   480-833-0804 
Video Conversion Experts   480-659-0756 
Washington Federal Savings   480-895-4045 
Zounds Hearing Aids  480-899-1239

OcotilloThe

Community Association Magazine
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Home and landsCape

THE OCOTILLO COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION

Facility Maintenance 
Department

With school out, the summer months often bring an increase 
in vandalism and graffiti around the community.  If you should 
witness anyone vandalizing property or spraying graffiti, please 
report this to the Chandler police department, immediately.  We 
do our best to paint over any graffiti we find but should you 
see some in our common areas, feel free to contact us with the 
location and description and we’ll repaint as quickly as possible.    

Our bi-annual fish stocking took place in late February this year 
and we will stock again in the fall. We stocked Goldfish, Catfish, 
Redear, and White Amur, totaling over 160,000 fish!  Each 
species has its own purpose be it sport fishing, insect control, weed 
control, or algae control.  To learn more about these fish, visit our 
website at www.oca-az.com/lakes.      

Although it can be used for boating and fishing, our lake system is 
a reservoir that stores A+ reclaimed water, processed by the City 
of Chandler, and is used mainly for irrigation purposes.  Please 
remember that there is no boating around the Golf Course while 
the Golf Course is open.  Also, we enforce a catch and release 
program so, if you catch a fish, please return it back to its habitat.  
Should you have any questions or concerns about the lake system, 
feel free to contact the FMD at 480-802-7669 or email me at 
f.rockwell@oca-az.com 

Frank Rockwell, 
FMD Supervisor

Summer is coming and before it gets too hot, you may be 
thinking about painting the exterior of your home. Any time 
you make exterior modifications, changes, or additions, you 
need to submit to the Ocotillo Design Review Board (ODRB). 
The ODRB is charged with reviewing submittals ensuring the 
requirements, objectives, standards, and procedures contained 
within the Design Standards and Community Rules (Design 
Standards) are met to establish and maintain a harmonious 
community image for Ocotillo. On the Ocotillo website, 
www.oca-az.com, there is a lot of useful information for 
homeowners including the Design Review tab which contains 
the Design Standards, submittal forms, and community paint 
schemes.  

Some communities have Sub-associations with their own 
Architectural Boards where homeowners will have to submit to 
both the Sub-Association and the Master Ocotillo Association. 
Sub-associations may choose to be more restrictive than 
Ocotillo so please verify with your sub what is allowed prior 
to submitting. Submittals will not be complete and ready for 
review by the ODRB until we receive the sub-associations 
approval letter and all other pertinent information. 

Homeowners are required to submit for painting and receive 
approval prior to any work being done even if painting the 
same colors. Submitting helps keep our records up to date as 
we retain that information should you need it in the future. 
Each community within Ocotillo has a set of pre-selected 
color schemes that can be viewed in the office or the list is 
on the Ocotillo website, www.oca-az.com, that homeowners 
may choose from when thinking about painting their home. 
In most cases, homeowners may be able to keep their 
original/current home colors if they are still compatible with 
the current community aesthetics. The Board of Directors 
has recently voted to open all the paint schemes in every 
community to all homeowners. You may also submit for any 
color(s) not within the paint schemes and the ODRB will 
review on a case by case basis. But again, be sure to check with 
your sub-association as they may differ and prefer to stay with 
their specific communities paint schemes. 

If you are planning on any other exterior modifications and 
they are visible to neighboring properties, then you will need 
to submit to the ODRB. If there are any questions about 
submitting or if you’re not sure that your project needs to 
be submitted, please contact me, Briana Bosanko - Ocotillo 
Design Review Manager, at 480-704-2900 or email me at 
bbosanko@premieraz.com and I am glad to help. 

Briana Bosanko, 
Design Review Manager

Design Review
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The “Giant Mosquito”

What are those large mosquito-like insects that find 
their way into my home? They don’t seem to bite, 
but sure do look like mosquitoes.

The insects are crane f lies. Crane f lies belong to the 
family Tipulidae, and are true f lies. The adult crane 
f ly resembles an oversized mosquito. Attracted by the 
light inside the house, they f ly in the open window 
or door and start to f lap against lampshades or walls. 
However, they are medically harmless as they do not 
sting, suck, or transmit disease pathogens. 

Sometimes called “mosquito hawks”, crane f lies are 
fragile with long legs and are tan in color. The body 
of the adult crane f ly measures from 0.5 to 1.5 inches 
in length. The body has a narrow abdomen and very 
long legs. The wingspan can be from 1 to 3 inches 
in length. The larval stage of the crane f ly inhabits 
freshwater and semi-aquatic areas (such as irrigated 
land). 

Larvae of some crane f ly species can be found 
in open fields, dry rangeland and even in desert 
environments. The larval stage has chewing mouth 
parts and feed primarily on decomposing organic 
matter. Some species have also been reported to 
feed on roots of forage crops, turf 
grasses and seedling field crops. 
Crane f ly adults only live for a few 
days and do not usually feed.

In temperate regions, adult crane 
f lies emerge from pupae in the 
soil in late summer, and females 
mate and lay eggs in turf grass 
within 24 hours. Eggs hatch into 
wormlike larvae. The larvae feed 
on roots and crowns of plants 
during the fall and spring. 

Crane f lies have been observed in 

the vicinity of the recharge basins, but not in relatively 
small numbers. 

Remember, the adult stage of a crane f ly is harmless. 
Their biology is such that their contribution to our 
ecosystem is largely beneficial because the larvae feed 
on decaying-organic matter and assist in the biological 
decomposition process.
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Home and landsCape
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CommuniTY map

The Ocotillo 
Community Association

Excellent Service, 
Outstanding Results!



    The Ocotillo Community Association    21    The Ocotillo Community Association    21
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The Ocotillo 
Community Association

To be informed on community happenings and news, please sign up for auto-email 
notification by visiting the Ocotillo website: www.oca-az.com.

Ocotillo Golf ClubOcotillo Golf Club
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CommuniTY inTeresT

Sponsored by Premier Community Management
AND

The Ocotillo Community Association

TITLE TO BE ANNOUNCED
Look for details coming via OCA email. 

If you haven’t signed up yet, go to oca-az.com and enter your address under “Join Our Mailing List” 
on the home page. The OCA never sells or trades email lists.

*Exclusive to the residents of the Ocotillo Community* 
 

No RSVP Necessary

Date – Friday, September 25, 2020
Location - Serenity Bend Park 

(Located east of Jacobson Elementary)
 

*Popcorn, snacks & water served
       

Additional items you may want to bring: Blankets, lawn chairs, soda & additional snacks!  
 

This is a free event for the residents of Ocotillo.  
No Pets Please.

a free, fun, family night out
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Nice Yard Award
Each quarter nice yard letters are given to homeowners who 
maintain and keep up their yards. 

Congratulations to this home located at 
4396 S Jojoba Way - Catalina Shores

REMINDER… 
Before doing any improvements/modifications to the exterior of your home you must have written 
approval from The Ocotillo Design Review Board.  You can submit your plans by mailing them to:

The Ocotillo Community Association  
3930 S. Alma School Rd., Suite 10
Chandler, AZ 85248

Any questions please call 480-704-2900.
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Hello Neighbors! 

I would like to take this opportunity to say how proud I am to 
be part of this community. The last few months have been full 
of unforeseen change and uncertainty. This community has 
been a breath of fresh air. I am so very proud of the way our 
homeowners, our commercial partners, and our team here at 
Ocotillo have all come together to uplift the community.

Alright now it’s time for some fun because its summa summa 
summa time here at Ocotillo! It’s time we all gather around 
the pool, throw something tasty on the grill and enjoy each 
other’s company. I am here to ensure everyone enjoys what our 
community has to offer while following these community rules 
and guidelines; 

DUMPING, LITTERING & BACKWASHING 
Dumping of trash, building debris, littering, and backwashing 
swimming pool or spa filtering systems onto the golf course, 
lakes, open space, tracts, common areas or streets is strictly 
prohibited. Litter includes, but is not limited to, natural grass 
turf, tree/shrub blossoms, leaves, and all other landscape debris. 
Violating this rule will result in a fine of up to $1,000.00 per 
occurrence and will be assessed to the Member. Members are 
responsible for the actions of their contractors, tenants and guests. 

LAKE & FISHING 
1.  No swimming or wading is permitted in any lake or water 

feature. DO NOT DRINK from these areas as they are filled 
with reclaimed water. These are State and County health 
rules and must be followed. 

2.  All watercraft must be approved by the Association prior to 
use (reference “Boat & Watercraft” numbers 6 – 8 in Chapter 
6 of the Ocotillo Design Standards and Community Rules 
for additional information).

3.  Fishing is for Members only. FISHING IS LIMITED TO 
CATCH AND RELEASE ONLY. Designated areas for 
shoreline fishing are at open space, tracts, common area or 
park areas. Fishing is NOT allowed on undeveloped Parcels. 

4.  The Association is authorized to order watercraft to return to 
shore in the event of inclement weather or other reasons. 

5.  Association membership cards must be in your possession 
when fishing or boating in the lakes. 

6.  Net fishing is not permitted. 
7.  No pets are allowed to swim in the lakes or water features.

Please feel free to call me at 480-704-2900 or email me 
at ebarber@premieraz.com with any questions, concerns or 
suggestions. 

COMPLIANCE CORNER

ComplianCe

Erica Barber, 
Covenants Coordinator
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A
Abandoned Vehicles  782-4130
After Hours Assistance  782-4130
   (Urgent but not 911)
Alarm Questions  782-4201
Animal Control
   Barking Dogs  782-BARK
   Bites, Dog Licenses 602-506-7387
   Impounded Animals  602-506-7387
   Dead Animal Pick-up  782-3510
B
Bicycle Registration  782-4000
Block Watch  782-4960
Boards and Commissions  782-2180
Building Information
   Building Permits, Info 782-3000
   Building Inspections 782-3100
   Zoning Inspections  782-3000
Bulk, Refuse Pick-up  782-3510
C
Center for the Arts  782-2680
Chamber of Commerce  963-4571
Chandler City Council  782-2200
Chandler Regional Medical Center 728-3000
City Attorney  782-4640
City Clerk  782-2180
City Court  782-4700
City Manager  782-2210
City Prosecuter  782-4610
Code Enforcement  782-4321
Communications & Public Affairs  782-2000
Community Center  782-2727
County Assessor  602-506-3406
Crime Prevention  782-4960
Customer Service  782-2280
  (City Utility)
D
Dial-a-Ride 633-0101
TDD for Hearing Impaired  981-1969
Downtown Redevelopment  782-3045
E
Economic Development Office  782-3030
Election Information  782-2180
Emergency Hotline  782-2990
F
Fire, Health and Medical  782-2120
   Department
Emergencies  9-1-1
Codes (Fire Marshal)  782-2135
Inspections  782-2121
Fireplace “No Burn Days” 602-506-6400
Food Bank (Local)  963-1423
G
Garbage Pick-up  782-3510
Graffiti Hotline 782-4322
H
Health Department  602-506-6900
Hospital, Chandler Regional 782-3000
Humane Society  602-997-7585
I
Information (City)  782-2000
Information (County)  602-506-3011
L
Library  782-2800 

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
M
Mayor and Council Office  782-2200
Motor Vehicles
   License and Registration  602-255-0072 
   Emissions  877-692-9227 
Municipal Utilities 782-3800
P
Parks & Recreation  782-2727
Passports  782-2176
Permits
   Alarm Systems  782-4201
   Alcohol Permits/City Parks  782-2727
   Building/Construction  782-3000
   Block Parties  782-3346
   Planning & Development  782-3000
Poison Control Hotline  800-222-1222
Police Department  782-4100
Emergencies  9-1-1
Non-emergencies  782-4130 
Pool Drainage  782-3507
Post Office  800-275-8777 
R
Recycling Service 782-3510
Ride Share  602-262-7433 
S
Senior Center  782-2720
Sewer  782-3601 
Snedigar Recreation Center  782-2640
Solid Waste Service  782-3510
Special Events Hotline  782-2735
Streetlight Repair  782-3460
Streets  782-3500
Street Signs/Traffic Signals 782-3454
T
TDD for Hearing Impaired  800-367-8939
Transportation  782-3001
Trash Service  782-3510
Tumbleweed Recreation Center 782-2900
Tennis Center  782-2650
U
Utilities
   Electric-APS  602-371-7171
   SRP  602-236-8888
   Gas-Southwest  877-860-6020
   Other - Century Link  800-244-1111
   Cox  623-594-1000 
   Water  782-2280 
V
Valley Metro  602-262-7433
Volunteer Opportunities  782-2214
Voter Registration  782-2180
W
Water Distribution  782-3706
Water/Sewer Billing  782-2280
Water Quality/Pressure  782-3661
Water Conservation  782-3580
Weed Control
   Residential  782-4320
   Road/Medians  782-3500
   Vacant Lots  782-4320
Z
Zoning
   Neighborhood Code  782-4321
   Planning and Design  782-3000

NOTES

www.oca-az.com
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OCOTILLO VOTED 
BEST COMMUNITY IN ARIZONA!

For information on how to advertise your business in the 
official magazine of The Ocotillo Community

call 480.634.1708 today!


