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MISSION STATEMENT:
The Ocotillo Community Association 
is committed to providing the highest 
quality of community living to our 
residents and owners through an 
aesthetically pleasing, well-maintained 
environment. The Ocotillo Community 
Association and its management 
staff will provide the most prudent, 
ethical, team-oriented, creative, state-
of-the-art management to enhance 
our community and demonstrate fiscal 
responsibility by managing current 
expenditures, while planning for the 
future.

Board Meeting Dates 
2018-2019

The open session meetings will 
continue to be held at the First Fed-
eral Credit Union located at 3800 
S Alma School on the 4th Tuesday 
of the month at 4:30 p.m. These 
meetings are preceded by an Execu-
tive Session at 3:30 p.m. pursuant to 
A.R.S. 33-1804 (A) (1), (2), (3), (4) 
and (5).

The OCA Board Meeting Dates 
for 2018-2019 are: 

DECEMBER 
No Meeting
 
JANUARY
22nd BoD Meeting

FEBRUARY
26th BoD Meeting  
 
The BoD meeting dates are also 
posted on the Ocotillo website 
www.oca-az.com.

To be informed on community 
happenings and news please 
sign up for auto-email notifica-
tion by visiting the Ocotillo web-
site www.oca-az.com.

Meet the Board
The Ocotillo
Community 
Association

Your Hoa…

Wally Brown
President

Angela Harrolle
Director

Cliff Jones
Director

Mike Palermo
Vice President

Spike Lawrence
Director

Nominations for The Ocotillo Community Association 
Board of Directors
The Ocotillo Community Association Nominating Committee will be accepting nominations until 
March 12, 2019 from individuals interested in serving on the Board.  There will be two Board positions 
up for election this year.  The Committee shall make as many nominations for election to the Board of 
Directors as determined in their discretion, but will nominate no fewer than two candidates to fill the 
two Board vacancies at the April 16, 2019 election.

If interested, please submit a written bio no later than March 12, 2019.  Bios may be 
e-mailed to dhigdon@premieraz.com, faxed to 480-704-2905, or mailed to:

The OCA
Attn: Don Higdon
3930 S. Alma School Road, Suite 10
Chandler, AZ 85248

2019 Annual Meeting – Save the Date
In accordance with the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of The Ocotillo Community 
Association, the 2019 Annual Meeting of the Members of the Association will be held on:

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at 6:00 pm
at the Ocotillo Golf Club Crown Terrace Ballroom 
3751 S. Clubhouse Drive

The purpose of the meeting is to report on the 2018 business of the Association and to elect two (2) 
members to the Board of Directors. 

Mark the date on your calendar and plan to join us at the meeting!
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equipment, park structures and playground equipment, street seal-
ing, just to name a few. Assessments also cover the costs associated 
with operating a non-profit corporation, including preparation of 
an annual budget, audit, reserve study, and distribution of election 
materials for the annual meeting.

So, when you pay that that monthly assessment, remember that it 
covers many items necessary to ensure that our association main-
tains and helps preserves and enhance our property values. 

As we prepare to celebrate the upcoming holidays with family and 
friends, let’s take a moment to think about all that we have to be 
grateful for.  I once came across a quote by an unknown author 
that reads; “Every day I am thankful for nights that turned into 
mornings, friends that turned into family, dreams that turned into 
reality and likes that turned into love.”

On behalf of your Board of Directors and staff, we wish everyone 
a safe and happy holiday season!

Best Wishes,

Wally Brown
President, The OCA

This issue of the Ocotillo Community Association Magazine 
contains lots of important financial information.  The board has 
approved the 2019 budget and master assessments.  Please read 
Angela Harrolle’s article, (OCA 2019 Monthly Assessments), for a 
full reporting on the well being of our association.

Each month we pay our monthly assessment, but where does that 
money go?  

The assessment covers the operating and reserve expenses that the 
community association is legally obligated to take care of, per the 
Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&R’s). Items such 
as insurance, taxes, water, electricity, landscaping services, street 
sweeping, janitorial, and pest control are just a few of the items 
that may be covered by assessments. Assessments also cover the 
funding of reserves, which are funds accumulated to pay for future 
repair or replacement of major assets for which the community 
association is responsible, such as lake shoreline, pump station 

President’s Message
Wally Brown, 
President

Happy Fall Ocotillo.

It has been a busy Summer. We’ve had lots of storms and rain to 
keep us busy, while at the same time we continue with our never 
ending efforts to maintain and update throughout the community 
in terms of common area walls being painted, signs and monu-
ments getting refreshed, granite being replenished in many areas 
of the community, and of course the ongoing work to restore and 
refresh landscaping with new shrubs and trees being planted in 
many areas of the community as well.

We have some exciting news to share with those of you who use 
the Ocotillo Community Tennis Courts. With the improvements 
and additions made to the courts over the last couple of years we’ve 
seen an increase in the number of people using them. We often 
hear that when members go to use the courts that both are in use 
and people have no way of knowing when they are available. We 
have a solution for that!!!

We have implemented an online tennis court reservation system. 
This system will enable Ocotillo members to go online at 
ocotilloca.tennisbookings.com, determine court availability, and 
reserve a time slot up to 72 hours in advance. Users will need to 
register to use the system.  Once registered the system will also 
serve as a method of communicating with Tennis Players for times 
when the courts may be closed for maintenance, or better yet the 
possibility of community organized tennis events.

Manager’s Message
Don Higdon, CMCA, AMS, CAAM, 
General Manager

Our Fall Movie in the Park was another great time this year. I 
want to thank all the folks who came out and joined us for such a 
relaxing evening that was hopefully enjoyed by all who attended. 
My thanks to everyone on my team and with the FMD team who 
put the event together and orchestrated it perfectly. I also want to 
thank AAA Landscaping for bringing their party rig out to the 
park and grilling up some hotdogs and serving nachos, in addi-
tion to our popcorn and other movie snacks to help round out the 
whole movie theater under the stars experience. We look forward 
to seeing even more of you for the next one in the Spring!

We’re in the midst of the holiday season, which is my favorite time 
of the year in Ocotillo. The holiday decorations and light displays 
that so many of you put on are spectacular! If you’ve not yet fin-
ished your decorating, don’t forget that The OCA does a contest 
every year and we do give out prizes! You all do such great deco-
rating that it’s been part of the driving force to continue expanding 
the community holiday decorations and lighting in the common 
areas as well. We hope everyone enjoys them and we welcome any 
feedback.

We appreciate all the positive comments and support we get from 
the community. I want to wish everyone in Ocotillo, friends and 
neighbors alike, a wonderful Holiday Season, a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. May our commonalities, our Community 
Spirit and our Holiday Spirit unite us, strengthen us, and allow us 
to shine brighter than ever!

Don Higdon CMCA, AMS, CAAM
General Manager
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Would YOU like to WIN a $25 gift certificate to lunch at a local restaurant?
You can just by signing up to be on the Ocotillo Community Association’s email notification and / or sign up for direct 
debit for your monthly assessments. 

There will be a monthly drawing. One winner per month. Winner will be notified via email and will appear in an 
upcoming Ocotillo magazine.
Please visit www.oca-az.com today to sign up.

To be the first to know about news, events, and information pertaining to the Ocotillo Community, please sign up to 
receive Ocotillo Community emails at www.oca-az.com. Your emails are not shared or sold. 

Congratulations to the following Homeowners… 
AUGUST DEBIT WINNERS SEPTEMBER EMAIL WINNER   OCTOBER DEBIT WINNERS
Kevin & Katina Wilder Scott & Pauline Keithley  Kyle & Karia Straub
Catalina Shores Echelon  Spyglass Bay

Attention Residents  

Your Hoa…

Office: 480-704-2900
Fax:  480-704-2905
Facility Maintenance:  480-802-7669
Website: www.oca-az.com

Nicole Espinoza  
Covenants Coordinator   

The Ocotillo Community 
Association 

Briana Bosanko 
Design Review Manager
The Ocotillo Community 

Association

To be informed on community happenings and news 
please sign up for auto-email notification by visiting the Ocotillo website www.oca-az.com.

Premier Community Management
3930 S. Alma School Rd., Suite 10
Chandler, Arizona 85248

Don Higdon
General Manager

The Ocotillo Community 
Association 

Dawnette Seabaugh   
Administrative Assistant 

The Ocotillo Community 
Association 

Frank Rockwell 
Facilities Maintenance 
Department Supervisor

Kevin Matykewiecz
AAA Landscape District 

Manager/On-Site Supervisor



    The Ocotillo Community Association    5

www.oca-az.com

MAY  
None

JUNE  
The Board approved the purchase of 2 
new trucks for the FMD.

The Board approved revisions to the 
Design Standards and Community Rules 
to include:

• Deleting the word “guidelines” 
throughout the document.

• Revised language for Security 
Camera’s.

• Changes to paint scheme options for 
Enclave, Spyglass and the  Peninsula.

The OCA Board of 
Directors Actions  
and Approvals

OCOTILLO VOTED 
BEST COMMUNITY IN 

ARIZONA!

990 West Ocotillo Road • Chandler, AZ
TheVillageatOcotillo.com • 480.400.8432

In depen den t & A ssist ed Li v i ng R esi dences

A little help.
A big difference. 
 The assisted living services at The Village at Ocotillo Senior 
Living Community are about the whole family and the whole YOU.  
 Of course, we can help you with your daily needs. But did you 
know you will also have options for fitness, socializing, healthy fine 
dining, and more? And services are tailored to you, so you’ll get 
just the right amount of help you need, when you request it. 
 But the best part? No matter if you need a little help or a lot, 
the difference you’ll feel will be amazing.
 Please call The Village at Ocotillo 
to schedule your complimentary 
lunch and tour. 

Advertise in The Ocotillo Magazine.

Call Today! 480.634.1708

FruitHow to Select, Store & Serve These Health Foods
Chef’s CornerFeaturing Chef Peter DeCarl

Head Chef at Bernard’s at Ocotillo
Plus…West Nile PreventionActive Homebuilders in OcotilloChandler’s Curfew Law

Should You Leverage Your Home Or Pay It Down Rapidly?
By Bryan Johnson, Spectrum Financial Group

Pool and Water Safety Tips… Page 24

OcotilloCommunity Association Magazine
Issue 2 / 2007

The

New Board Members

Do you want to put your company in 
front of The Ocotillo Community?
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Your Hoa…

At the October 23, 2018 Ocotillo Community Association (OCA) 
open session meeting, the Board of Directors (BoD) approved the 
budget for 2019.  In this letter I will share with you an overview of 
the basic budget structure within the OCA as well as any changes to 
monthly assessments that will go into effect January 1, 2019.

The OCA BoD spent several months studying the results of the most 
recent reserve studies, 2018 actual expenditures, and updated quotes 
and bids and used that information to forecast expenses for 2019.  
The goal has been to establish a budget that will allow the OCA to 
maintain its reputation as a leader in the Southeast Valley while man-
aging community expenses in the most cost-efficient manner for its 
residents.  

Depending on where you live, your total monthly assessment is com-
prised of one to four assessments: master association assessment which 
everyone pays, special use area (SUA) assessment, eff luent assessment 
and sub-association assessment.  The sum of the assessments applicable 
to your property determines the amount of your total monthly assess-
ment.

The income received from these assessments is allocated into either 
operating funds or reserve funds.  The operating funds are used to pay 
for ongoing up-keep such as tree and plant trimming/removal, turf 
maintenance and winter over-seeding, seasonal f lowers, lake upkeep, 
pump station maintenance, upkeep of signs, monuments and walls and 
the management of all administration related to assessments, design 
reviews and CC&R compliance.  The reserve funds are monies set 
aside to pay for large, infrequent purchases such as replacing granite, 
pumps and valves, parks/playground equipment, repairing walls, etc.  
These are often forecasted based on professional reserve studies.

The assessment for the master association will not increase for 2019.  
It will remain at $56.50 per month.  Even though certain line item 
expenses in the budget will increase in 2019, they are offset by decreas-
es in other expenses and an increase in income.   

There are seven communities within Ocotillo that also pay a SUA 
assessment in addition to the master assessment.  These communi-
ties include: Corona Del Mar, The Estates, Greenbriar, Cottonwood 
Springs, Peninsula, Spyglass Bay and The 
Vistas.  These communities have their 
own common areas that need to be main-
tained.  Some of the SUAs are gated which 
requires the SUA to maintain such things 
as the gates, streets and street lights.  The 
BoD reviewed the operating and reserve 
funds for each SUA with careful consid-
eration to future expenditures and deter-
mined that no assessment increase was nec-
essary for Corona del Mar, Cottonwood 
Springs, Greenbriar, Spyglass Bay and The 
Vistas.  A small increase was necessary to 
cover the increased reserve contributions 
for The Estates and Peninsula.

The monthly assessment for eff luent water 
has remained at the same rate of $6.00 
since 2012.  Like most expenses, the cost 
to the association has increased over time 
and the monthly assessment rate will 
increase to $7.00 per month for 2019.

For those residents who live in a sub-
association, look for communication from 
your sub-association BoD on your sub-

association assessments.  Per the CC&R’s, the OCA BoD has no 
responsibility or control over sub-association finances.

A summary of the changes from the 2018 to 2019 OCA budgets for 
each of the assessment elements is shown in the following table.

The OCA BoD continues to work on behalf of all OCA members in 
an effort to keep Ocotillo a beautiful community that we are proud 
to live in.  We are confident the 2019 budget is prudent, frugal and 
will continue the OCA’s track record of maintaining a strong financial 
position.

Respectfully,
Angela Harrolle, Treasurer

Assessment
2018 

Monthly 
Amount

2019 
Monthly 
Amount

Monthly 
Amount 
Change

Percent 
Change

Master Association $56.50 $56.50 $0.00 0%

SUA: Corona Del 
Mar $14.75 $14.75 $0.00 0%

SUA: Cottonwood 
Springs $16.50 $16.50 $0.00 0%

SUA: Estates $62.00 $65.00 $3.00 4.8%

SUA: Greenbriar $21.50 $21.50 $0.00 0%

SUA: Peninsula $55.00 $60.00 $5.00 9%

SUA: Spyglass Bay $5.50 $5.50 $0.00 0%

Effluent $6.00 $7.00 $1.00 16.6%

SUA: Vistas $85.00 $85.00 $0.00 0%

Effluent $6.00 $7.00 $1.00 16.6%

OCA 2018 Monthly Assesments
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Open Daily 10:30am - 11pm • We Deliver Open-Close 7 Days a Week!
Order Online @ MyRosatis.com/MesaDobson

FREE DELIVERY

ONLY 17.99!

with Any Purchase

FREE PIZZA!
12” Thin Crust Cheese 

Pizza FREE with Purchase 
of Any 18” Pizza

16” Thin Crust 2-Topping 
Pizza, Cheesy Garlic 

Bread & 2-Liter of Pop

Valid at Rosati's of Mesa Dobson only. Must mention 
coupon when ordering & present it upon payment. Not 
valid with other coupons/offers/catering. Limited time offer.

Valid at Rosati's of Mesa Dobson only. Must mention 
coupon when ordering & present it upon payment. Not 
valid with other coupons/offers/catering. Limited time offer.

Valid at Rosati's of Mesa Dobson only. Must mention 
coupon when ordering & present it upon payment. Not 
valid with other coupons/offers/catering. Limited time offer.

Mesa Dobson • 480.655.9000 • 849 N. Dobson Rd.

Mesa Dobson • 480.655.9000 • 849 N. Dobson Rd.

Mesa Dobson • 480.655.9000 • 849 N. Dobson Rd.

DINE-IN, CARRYOUT, DELIVERY & CATERING 

MESA DOBSON • 480.655.9000 • 849 NORTH DOBSON ROAD

WELCOME ALL 
FAMILY & FRIENDS!
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1.  Be Proactive In Your Giving 
 Smart givers generally don’t give reactively in a knee-jerk fashion. 

They don’t respond to the first organization that appeals for help. 
They take the time to identify which causes are most important to 
their families and they are specific about the change they want to 
affect. For example, they don’t just support generic cancer chari-
ties, but instead have targeted goals for their giving, such as provid-
ing mammograms to at-risk women in their community.

 
2.  Hang Up The Phone / Eliminate The Middleman
 Informed donors recognize that for-profit fundraisers, those often 

used in charitable telemarketing campaigns, keep a large portion 
(in some cases all) of each dollar they collect. Wise donors never 
give out their personal information – like credit card accounts, 
social security numbers – over the phone. If they like what they 
hear in the pitch, they’ll hang up, investigate the charity on-line 
and send their contribution directly to the charity, thereby cutting 
out the middleman and ensuring 100% of their donation reaches 
the charity. Taking it a step further, donors may want to reconsider 
supporting a charity that uses an inefficient telemarketing approach 
and instead identify a charity that does not use telemarketing to 
raise funds. 

 
3.  Be Careful Of Sound-Alike Names
 Uninformed donors are easily confused by charities that have strik-

ingly similar names to others. How many of us could tell the dif-
ference between an appeal from the Children’s Charity Fund and 
the Children’s Defense Fund? Their names sound the same, but 
their performances are vastly different. Would you be surprised to 
learn that the Children’s Charity Fund is a 0-star charity while the 
Children’s Defense Fund is a 3-star charity? Informed donors take 
the time to uncover the difference.

 
4.  Confirm 501(c) (3) Status
 Wise donors don’t drop money into canisters at the checkout 

counter or hand over cash to solicitors outside the supermarket. 
Situations like these are irresistible to scam artists who wish to 
take advantage of your goodwill. Smart givers only support groups 
granted tax-exempt status under section 501(c) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code.

 
5.  Check The Charity’s Commitment To Accountability &  

Transparency
 Organizations like Charity Navigator have an Accountability & 

Transparency dimension to its rating system. It tracks metrics such 
as whether the charity used an objective process to determine their 
CEO’s salary, whether it has an effective governance structure, and 
whether it has a whistleblower policy. This data is critical because 
charities that follow good governance and transparency practices 
are less likely to engage in unethical or irresponsible activities. So, 
the risk that such charities would misuse donations is lower than 
for charities that don’t adopt such practices.

 
6. Obtain Copies Of Its Financial Records
 Savvy donors know that the financial health of a charity is a strong 

indicator of the charity’s programmatic performance. They know 
that in most cause areas, the most efficient charities spend 75% or 
more of their budget on their programs and services and less than 
25% on fundraising and administrative fees. However, they also 

understand that mid-to-large sized charities do require a strong 
infrastructure therefore a claim of zero fundraising and/or admin-
istrative fees is unlikely at best. They understand that a charity’s 
ability to sustain its programs over time is just as important as its 
short-term day-to-day spending practices. Therefore, savvy do-
nors also seek out charities that are able to grow their revenue at 
least at the rate of inflation, that continue to invest in their pro-
grams and that have some money saved for a rainy day. Savvy do-
nors ask the charity for copies of its three most recent Forms 990. 
Not only can the donor examine the charity’s finances, but the 
charity’s willingness to send the documents is a good way to assess 
its commitment to transparency.

7. Review Executive Compensation
 Sophisticated donors realize that charities need to pay their top 

leaders a competitive salary in order to attract and retain the kind 
of talent needed to run a multi-million dollar organization and 
produce results. But they also don’t just take the CEO’s compensa-
tion at face value; they benchmark it against similar-sized organi-
zations engaged in similar work and located in the same region of 
the country. In general, salaries tend to be higher in the northeast 
and at arts and education charities. Sophisticated donors also put 
the CEO’s salary into context by examining the overall perfor-
mance of the organization. They know it is better to contribute 
to a charity with a well-paid CEO that is meeting its goals than to 
support a charity with an underpaid CEO that fails to deliver on 
its promises.

8. Start A Dialogue To Investigate Its Programmatic Results
 Although it takes some effort on their part to assess a charity’s pro-

grammatic impact, donors who are committed to advancing real 
change believe that it is worth their time. Before they make a con-
tribution, they talk with the charity to learn about its accomplish-
ments, goals and challenges. These donors are prepared to walk 
away from any charity that is unable or unwilling to participate in 
this type of conversation.

9. Concentrate Your Giving
 When it comes to financial investments, diversification is the key 

to reducing risk. The opposite is true for philanthropic invest-
ments. If you’ve really taken the time to identify a well-run char-
ity that is engaged in a cause that you are passionate about, you 
should then feel confident in giving it a donation. Spreading your 
money among multiple organizations not only results in your mail 
box filling up with more appeals, it also diminishes the possibility 
of any of those groups bringing about substantive change as each 
charity is wasting part of your gift on processing expenses for that 
gift.

 
10. Share Your Intentions And Make A Long-Term Commitment
 Smart donors support their favorite charities for the long haul. 

They see themselves as a partner in the charity’s efforts to bring 
about change. They know that only with long-term, committed 
supporters can a charity be successful. And they don’t hesitate to 
tell the charity of their giving plans so that the organization knows 
it can rely on the donor and the charity doesn’t have to waste re-
sources and harass the donor by sending numerous solicitations.

Info courtesy of charitynavigator.org

Best Practices of Savvy Donors
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Providing Gourmet Pizza 
in Our Community

DINE IN, CARRY OUT
DELIVERY

ORDER ONLINE AT:

www.buonpadrepizza.com

1080 E. Pecos Rd. 
Suite #23

Chandler, AZ 85225
We are located on North East corner of 

Pecos and Mcqueen Rd behind McDonald

480-584-5454
Mention this add to receive 

10% Off 
your order of $20 or more

(when ording online use discount code Oct001)

Valid for dine-in and take-out only. Delivery excluded.
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Happy Holidays! We are in full holiday 
swing here in Ocotillo and I love seeing 
all the creativity and spirit of the season. 

Below are just a few OCA Design Standard reminders to 
be cognizant of while we’re all “wrapped” up in selecting 
special gifts for our loved ones:

Trampolines:
Trampoline framing for all Lots must be installed below 
grade and not placed above ground. Trampoline instal-
lation must have prior written approval by the ODRB.

Play Structures: 
1.  Play structures located in enclosed back yards, that are 

not Visible from Neighboring Properties (as defined 
in the CC&R’s) do not require approval from the 
ODRB. However, play structures not Visible from 
Neighboring Properties still must: 
a.  Contain no platforms more than three feet (3’) 

from the ground.
b. The structure must be setback at least sixteen feet 

(16’) from any wall or property line. 
2. Except for Lots backing up to the golf course, lake 

or other common areas, play structures Visible from 
Neighboring Properties may be erected in rear yards 
upon the prior written approval by the ODRB subject 
to the following requirements: 
a. The maximum height, including the canopy, is 

eight feet (8’). 
b.  No platforms shall be more than three feet (3’) 

from the ground. 
c. The structure must be at least sixteen feet (16’) 

from any wall or property line. 
d. Wood structures Visible from Neighboring 

Property must remain natural or be painted to 
match the house. 

e.  Metal structures that are Visible from Neighboring 
Property must be painted to match the house. 

f.  Any shade canopy cannot exceed twenty square 
feet (20 sq. ft.) in area, must be a solid color and 
match the color of the home. 

3.  Multicolored play structures or any accent compo-
nents must not be Visible from Neighboring Property.

Portable Sports Equipment:
When in use, portable sports equipment, including but 
not limited to, Basketball Goals, hockey nets and tether 
balls are allowed (temporarily) in the front or backyard 
of a Lot, excepting the rear yard of a Lot backing up 
to the golf course, lake, open spaces, tracts or common 
areas. However, when portable sports equipment is not 
in use it must be stored immediately so as not Visible 
from Neighboring Property. When approved by the 
ODRB, prior to installation, portable Basketball Goals 
are allowed in a location in the back yard that meets 
all the requirements of the permanent Basketball Goal 
Standards.

If you have any questions, feel free to call me at 
480.704.2900 or email me at nespinoza@premieraz.com. 

COMPLIANCE CORNER

ComplianCe & Helpful info…

A
Abandoned Vehicles  782-4130
After Hours Assistance  782-4130
   (Urgent but not 911)
Alarm Questions  782-4201
Animal Control
   Barking Dogs  782-BARK
   Bites, Dog Licenses 602-506-7387
   Impounded Animals  602-506-7387
   Dead Animal Pick-up  782-3510
B
Bicycle Registration  782-4000
Block Watch  782-4960
Boards and Commissions  782-2180
Building Information
   Building Permits, Info 782-3000
   Building Inspections 782-3100
   Zoning Inspections  782-3000
Bulk, Refuse Pick-up  782-3510
C
Center for the Arts  782-2680
Chamber of Commerce  963-4571
Chandler City Council  782-2200
Chandler Regional Medical Center 728-3000
City Attorney  782-4640
City Clerk  782-2180
City Court  782-4700
City Manager  782-2210
City Prosecuter  782-4610
Code Enforcement  782-4321
Communications & Public Affairs  782-2000
Community Center  782-2727
County Assessor  602-506-3406
Crime Prevention  782-4960
Customer Service  782-2280
  (City Utility)
D
Dial-a-Ride 633-0101
TDD for Hearing Impaired  981-1969
Downtown Redevelopment  782-3045
E
Economic Development Office  782-3030
Election Information  782-2180
Emergency Hotline  782-2990
F
Fire, Health and Medical  782-2120
   Department
Emergencies  9-1-1
Codes (Fire Marshal)  782-2135
Inspections  782-2121
Fireplace “No Burn Days” 602-506-6400
Food Bank (Local)  963-1423
G
Garbage Pick-up  782-3510
Graffiti Hotline 782-4322
H
Health Department  602-506-6900
Hospital, Chandler Regional 782-3000
Humane Society  602-997-7585
I
Information (City)  782-2000
Information (County)  602-506-3011
L
Library  782-2800 

Nicole Espinoza 
Covenants Coordinator

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
M
Mayor and Council Office  782-2200
Motor Vehicles
   License and Registration  602-255-0072 
   Emissions  877-692-9227 
Municipal Utilities 782-3800
P
Parks & Recreation  782-2727
Passports  782-2176
Permits
   Alarm Systems  782-4201
   Alcohol Permits/City Parks  782-2727
   Building/Construction  782-3000
   Block Parties  782-3346
   Planning & Development  782-3000
Poison Control Hotline  800-222-1222
Police Department  782-4100
Emergencies  9-1-1
Non-emergencies  782-4130 
Pool Drainage  782-3507
Post Office  800-275-8777 
R
Recycling Service 782-3510
Ride Share  602-262-7433 
S
Senior Center  782-2720
Sewer  782-3601 
Snedigar Recreation Center  782-2640
Solid Waste Service  782-3510
Special Events Hotline  782-2735
Streetlight Repair  782-3460
Streets  782-3500
Street Signs/Traffic Signals 782-3454
T
TDD for Hearing Impaired  800-367-8939
Transportation  782-3001
Trash Service  782-3510
Tumbleweed Recreation Center 782-2900
Tennis Center  782-2650
U
Utilities
   Electric-APS  602-371-7171
   SRP  602-236-8888
   Gas-Southwest  877-860-6020
   Other - Century Link  800-244-1111
   Cox  623-594-1000 
   Water  782-2280 
V
Valley Metro  602-262-7433
Volunteer Opportunities  782-2214
Voter Registration  782-2180
W
Water Distribution  782-3706
Water/Sewer Billing  782-2280
Water Quality/Pressure  782-3661
Water Conservation  782-3580
Weed Control
   Residential  782-4320
   Road/Medians  782-3500
   Vacant Lots  782-4320
Z
Zoning
   Neighborhood Code  782-4321
   Planning and Design  782-3000



Wash your hands thoroughly and often
According to WebMD, one of the most common ways of contract-
ing the flu virus is by handling items that have been contaminated 
by an infected person. Washing your hands thoroughly with warm 
water and soap is vital to removing harmful germs before rubbing 
your eyes, nose or mouth. If there is no soap or water available, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends 
using an alcohol-based hand rub. 

Stock necessary medicines and supplies in advance
WebMD suggests gathering the medicines and other supplies you 
will need to treat the flu, even if you have yet to experience flu 
symptoms. Pain relievers, decongestants, tissues, soap, hand sani-
tizer and a working thermometer are all supplies you will need. 
Having these supplies on hand will lessen the spread of germs and 
will allow you to stay in bed and rest.

Ask your doctor about antiviral drugs
If you are taking care of somebody with the flu or have been ex-
posed to the virus in any other way, Flu.gov suggests asking your 
doctor about taking an antiviral medicine. This type of medication 
can help reduce the severity or duration of your symptoms and can 
sometimes prevent the symptoms completely, if taken within the 
first 48 hours of coming into contact with the virus. 

Start using disposable items
If you are living with a person infected with the flu, consider using 
disposable products in your bathroom to prevent the spread of the 
virus. WebMD recommends switching from cloth towels to paper 
towels and using paper cups instead of plastic cups. The New York 
Times also reports that wearing a disposable surgical mask can help 
prevent the spread of germs to others. 

Practice healthy living habits
Flu.gov says that healthy habits, such as getting enough sleep, ex-
ercising regularly, properly managing your stress, drinking lots of 
fluids and eating a healthy diet are all good ways to protect yourself 
from the flu. WebMD advises against the consumption of alcohol 
if you are sick with the flu, and instead suggests drinking plenty of 
extra fluids like water, broth and sports drinks. These fluids will 
help thin your mucus, drain your sinuses and relax your stuffy nose. 

Signs of the flu can start suddenly and often include body aches, 
fatigue, weakness and a fever that lasts a few days. Flu.gov suggests 
not returning to work until your fever has been gone for at least 24 
hours without the help of fever-reducing medications. 

Info courtesy of imakenews.com

Survival Tips for Flu Season 
Flu season is the time of year, typically from late fall to early spring, when the very conta-
gious respiratory illness rears its ugly head. The flu can be caused by either the influenza A 
or B virus and cannot be treated with antibiotics, as it is a viral infection and not bacterial. 
Since we know that the flu virus is spread through respiratory secretions, there a number of 
ways we can help prepare for the flu virus and even prevent contraction this season. 

The Ocotillo Community Association    11
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Ocotillo Golf Club 
Clubhouse Dr. 
Ocotillo Grille   480-917-6660 
The Ocotillo Golf Club Pro Shop  480-917-6660

South side of Queen Creek between Alma School and  
Dobson Rds. (West of Fire Station 5) 
Craig Lloyd Agency American Family Insurance    480-899-8549 
Edward Jones - Vicki Paez     480-855-3926 
Huser Law Firm     602-275-3999 
Toll Plus LLC     480-917-2100

The Falls @ Ocotillo 
SW Corner of Alma School Rd & Queen Creek Rd 
Advanced Back and Neck Care  480-814-7115 
Chamberlain Orthodontics   480-899-9423 
Chandler Dental Health  480-899-6677 
Chase Bank    480-890-6500 
Coldwell Banker  480-899-1808 
Edward Jones Investment   480-899-7171 
El Bella Salon & Day Spa    480-988-6063 
Equity Title Agency       480-722-9429 
Farmboy    480-361-2153 
Green Corner Restaurant  480-835-2313 
Greystone Title Agency    480-624-8610 
Keegan’s       480-814-0003 
Kinderbugs Academy   480-899-3130 
Lapels Dry Cleaning   480-963-2223 
Pei Wei asian Diner        480-812-2230 
Spenga   480-237-4500 
Starbucks                                                         480-899-9295 
Stone & Vine Urban Italian     480-659-7438 
The Casual Pint         888-572-5823

NW Corner Alma School & Ocotillo Rd 
D’Vine Wine Bar & Bistro   480-782-5550 
Grand Nails     480-900-7777 
Holiday Inn at Ocotillo   480-203-2121

Downtown Ocotillo 
SW Corner Queen Creek & Dobson Rd 
Casa del Nino Bilingual Montessori School   480-963-2550 
Cherish Farm Fresh Eatery   480-350-8433 
CHoP Mesquite Grill   480-821-0009 
First Arizona Title Company      480-385-6500 
Humble Pie   480-307-9412 
Keystone Law Firm    480-209-6942 
Keystone Wealth Partners    480-782-1034 
Lawrence Commercial Properties    480-664-2577 
Leidan Mitchell Salon & Spa   480-857-4200 
Phoenix ER and Medical Hospital   480-284.5867 
Press Coffee Roasters  480-699-6239 
Realty Executives  480-963-6000 
Rock Lobster   480-821-9000 
Stephanie Walker, DDS   480-855-8900 

The Living Room   480-855-2848 
Vinum 55   480-477-3920

Ocotillo Fiesta  
SE Corner Alma School Rd & Queen Creek Rd 
Albertsons   480-899-7102 
Albertsons Compass Bank   480-821-1917 
Bank of America   480-726-3630 
Belle Vie Salon Studios   480-378-0100 
Delia’s Cleaners   480-855-9270 
Dominos Pizza   480-786-3338 
Great Clips   480-855-5619 
HD Brow & SkinRX  480-843-4110 
Hi-health   480-857-8825 
Mattress Firm       480-889-2233 
Maxliving     480-454-8883 
Michael’s Creative Jewelry     TBD 
Moon China Chinese Bistro       480-855-8550 
Kokomo Frozen Yogurt             480-786-4517 
Kumon (Math, Reading, Success)     480-895-9530 
McDonalds   480-857-8711 
Mikado Sushi   480-726-0255 
Nationwide Vision   480-917-8964 
Ocotillo Dental Care   480-855-1994 
Papa Chevo’s Taco Shop   480-899-0330 
Pet Club (Natural Pet Food)   480-821-7387 
Sarah’s Hallmark   480-963-8229 
State Farm Insurance   480-855-0665 
Subway   480-726-9015 
Vera’s Nails & Spa   480-899-1911 
Vida Mae’s Salon  480-802-0222

The Ocotillo Professional Building 
NW Corner Sandpiper & Alma School Rd 
Blacker Orthodontics   480-917-7977 
Foothills Sports Medicine Physical Therapy   480-782-7831 
Foot and Ankle Clinics of AZ   480-917-2300 
Ocotillo Lakes Dental Health     480-878-5570  
Ocotillo Family Medicine, PLLC   480-814-1100 
San Tan Foot and Ankle, PLC   480-917-2300

The Fountains @ Ocotillo  
SW Corner Desert Gull & Alma School Rd 
Aztec Optical   480-786-6086 
Clique Hiring Solutions                 480-223-9049 
Cosmetic Surgical Art Center   480-814-1112 
Fiesta Dental   480-726-0360 
Fountains Family Care   480-222-8083 
Giammarco Law Offices   480-722-0103 
Keller Williams Legacy One Realty   480-444-7200 
LPL Financial CPA   480-722-0202 
Next Title   480-385-7200 
Ocotillo Eyecare                 480-812-3937 
Premier Community Management   480-704-2900 
Rise Rehabilitation Specialist         480-899-9829 

supporT loCal, sHop oCoTillo…
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Security Title Agency   480-838-8788 
Swagel Wooton Hiatt Eye Center   480-786-3937 
Wells Fargo Advisors   480-722-2468

Aquila Ocotillo  
SE Corner Price and Queen Creek Rd 
Alta Cima Corporation         480-568-8200 
Aquila Dental   480-812-2800 
Chandler Neurology and Sleep DO Associates PC  480-722-0239 
Chandler Psychiatry, PLLC   480-722-0239 
East Valley Compassionate Counseling   480 772-5522 
Gallego Allstate Agency   480-820-0808 
Goldbahr Real Estate   480-786-3874 
Healing Management Company    480-565-6671 
Invenio Search Group   480-855-2305 
ITainium   480-718-9306 
The Attorneys for Freedom Law Firm                   480-755-7110 
No Place Like Home Care, LLC   480-239-4326 
Redstone Mortgage  480 759-1500 
Ross Campbell Realty   480-755-1599 
Sexton Counseling Services   480-725-3207 
The Lakeside Suites at Ocotillo   480-855-2300

The Shops at Ocotillo Village 
SW Corner of Ocotillo Rd & Alma School Rd 
Black Rock Coffee Co.             480-219-2122 
Coconut’s Fish Café                 480-247-7900 

Fired Pie                                    480-207-7076 
NextCare Arizona, LLC  480-300-0807 
Tropical Smoothie Café          480-659-3285

Ocotillo Shopping Center  
SW Corner of Powell Way & Alma School Rd 
A-1 Dry Cleaning & Alterations   480-802-2115 
Advanced Laser & Eye Care   480-632-2020 
Bonworth   480-883-8434 
Dignity Veterinary Service  480-508-4878 
H & R Block   480-802-4203 
Hyderabad Biryani House    TBD 
Iora Primary Care    480-447-4244 
Jones Family Dentistry   480-895-9331 
Kelly’s Nails & Spa   480-833-8396 
McDonalds  480-895-5413 
More Than A Groomer            480-659-8474 
Ocotillo Barber Shop   480-895-5548 
Papa John’s   480-505-1704 
Precious Elements Jewelry & Coin  480-659-6984 
Safeway   480-883-0255 
State Farm  - Debbie Wiltse   480-792-9468 
The Salon at Ocotillo   480-883-8648 
The UPS Store   480-833-0804 
Video Conversion Experts   480-659-0756 
Washington Federal Savings   480-895-4045 
Zounds Hearing Aids  480-899-1239 

The business directory is updated at the time of printing. Any corrections, 
additions or deletions can be submitted to mediaevents@oca-az.com.   
Thank you.

OcotilloThe

Community Association Magazine
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Home and landsCape…
THE OCOTILLO COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION

Facility Maintenance 
Department

Happy Holidays to all!  As part of our bi-annual fish stocking, 
October, we stocked Catfish, Israeli Carp, Redear, Bluegill, 
Fathead Minnows, and Goldfish.  Now that the cooler weather 
is upon us, you are likely to see the normal loss of Tilapia as 
they commonly die off in the winter.  Although, Tilapia are 
advantageous in consuming algae, one of the drawbacks is that 
they don’t tolerate cooler water and many will die.  Keep this in 
mind as you see them f loating in the lakes.  The FMD team will 
do our best to keep the lakes clean of the f loating Tilapia.  In 
an effort to decrease the amount seen, over the past few years, 
we’ve increased the amount of Catfish that we stock.  They will 
consume the dead Tilapia on the bottom of the lakes before they 
begin to f loat.  Of course, the Catfish won’t eat them all so; 
give a wave and a smile when you see the lake crew out there, 
cleaning up.  They work diligently to keep the lakes clean.

As a reminder, we occasionally find stray paddle boats and have 
a few, in storage, at our yard.  If your boat suddenly disappears, 
give us a call.  We may have it or we can search for it on the lake.     

Should you have any questions or concerns about the lake 
system, feel free to contact the FMD at 480-802-7669 or email 
Frank Rockwell, FMD Supervisor, at 
f.rockwell@oca-az.com  

Frank Rockwell, 
FMD Supervisor

Design Review

We are all excited for the heat breaking and getting some 
cooler weather. Many homeowners are anxious to get going 
with home and yard projects to take advantage of the cooler 
weather. It’s important to remember that with any exterior 
changes or modifications to submit to the Ocotillo Design 
Review Board (ODRB) prior to any work or materials 
being purchased. That way should it be denied or need to be 
changed, you haven’t wasted any money. It’s important to note 
that submitting is for the homeowners benefit so there is no 
question whether something has been approved. Should you 
need to make any changes to the plans after receiving approval, 
you will need to resubmit the changes to the ODRB. 

Replacement or upgrading of windows has been a hot 
submittal topic lately and needs to be submitted to the ODRB 
for approval. Do not order or put down a non-refundable 
deposit on windows prior to having approval to avoid costly 
change orders should your submittal not be approved. Below 
are some basic items to look at when shopping for windows:

• Frame color will need to be consistent with the original 
windows on your home or what is prevalent in the 
community

• Frames must be installed on the same plain that they were 
originally on, therefore, the frames cannot be protruding 
out or have wide frames that cause the install to not be on 
the same original plain.

• When submitting you will need to provide but not limited 
to:

o Submittal form and fee
o Pictures of all sides of your home
o Brochure from window company showing the desired 

windows and frame color 
o Information on how the windows will be installed
o Picture of a previous install with the same desired 

frames 

Note, some communities have Sub-associations where 
homeowners will have to submit to both the Sub-Association 
and the Master Ocotillo Association.  If there are any questions 
about submitting, please contact Briana Bosanko, Ocotillo 
Design Review Manager, at 480-704-2900 or bbosanko@
premieraz.com.

Briana Bosanko, 
Design Review Manager
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Nice Yard Award
Each month nice yard letters are given to homeowners who 
maintain and keep up their yards. 

Congratulations to this home located at 
3180 Greythorne in the Legends.

REMINDER… 
Before doing any improvements/modifications to the exterior of your home you must have written approval from The 
Ocotillo Design Review Board. You can submit your plans by mailing them to:

The Ocotillo Community Association  
3930 S. Alma School Rd., Suite 10
Chandler, AZ 85248

Any questions please call 480-704-2900.
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Chandler Tumbleweed 
Christmas Tree
Chandler’s tumbleweed Christmas tree has been part of the city’s 
holiday tradition since 1957. As the story goes, Chandler resident 
Earle Barnum came up with the idea to use tumbleweeds after 
a fire destroyed the city’s Christmas decorations. Barnum was 
said to have based the tumbleweed tree on a similar holiday 
display built from pine cones he knew of in Indiana.

However, Chandler Museum Administrator Jody Crago said in 
a 2014 Chandler Republic article that the story of the fire could 
not be verified. Crago wrote about a committee tasked with 
coming up with new Christmas decorations for the city because 
new power poles put up in 1957 weren’t strong enough to hold 
the decorations the city had been using. 

According to Crago’s research, the most popular decorations, 
at least initially, to come out of that commission were 4-foot 
wreaths made from cotton bolls painted silver. Barnum is credited 
with creating those wreaths, by the way. The tumbleweed tree 
was part of the city’s decorations that year, but it took a few years 
to really catch on.

Whatever its origins, the Tumbleweed Christmas Tree is 
Chandler’s holiday centerpiece now. The tree was even mentioned 
in a 2013 National Geographic story about the Russian thistle, the 
plants that become tumbleweeds.

Each year Parks Department workers collect about 1,000 
tumbleweeds for the tree. In November, they begin attaching the 
weeds to a 35-foot wire frame in Dr. A.J. Chandler park in the 
downtown square.

Workers spray the tumbleweeds with 50 gallons of f lame 
retardant, 45 gallons of white paint and 70 pounds of glitter so the 
tree sparkles day or night. It’s is finished with some 1,200 lights 
and a star on top.

The tree is ceremoniously lit on the first Saturday of December at 
the annual holiday parade.

Info courtesy of azcentral.com

Do you want to put your
company in front of 

The Ocotillo Community?

Advertise in
The Ocotillo Magazine.

Call Today! 480.634.1708
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There is a quote by Winston Churchill…. “The farther backward 
you can look, the farther forward you are likely to see.”  It got me 
thinking about history in general, and more specifically, the history 
of Ocotillo.  What we see when we look around Ocotillo today is 
beautiful, but what was it like in the beginning?  What was it like 
for early homeowners?  How has it changed?

I recently had the pleasure of interviewing Mike Palermo, who has 
been professionally involved with Ocotillo for thirty-three years.  
He is also Vice President of the OCA Board. I have also included 
some information on the history of the Chandler Tumbleweed Tree 
and Compadre Stadium. These stories, along with some wonderful 
photographs, paint a fascinating picture of Ocotillo, one I hope you 
will enjoy.

A History of Ocotillo
By Lory Lasica

An Interview with Mike Palermo
What year was Ocotillo started?
Construction started in April of 1985, plan-
ning about two years earlier. We reshaped the 
flat farm fields into the golf course, subdivi-
sion pads and lakes for Phase I, (the original 
1100 acres).  We moved 4 million cubic yards 
of soil in 4 months by working 20 hour days 
in two shifts, six days a week. Ocotillo East, 

Ocotillo Lakes and Balboa Way were gradually added over the fol-
lowing years.

Can you describe the area at the time?
As you might expect, it was very rural and farming was the major 
business.  Ocotillo was generally comprised of wheat, barley, al-
falfa and cotton fields owned by the Bogle family. Queen Creek 
Road was a two lane dirt road, Price Road was under construc-
tion and Motorola, (now Continuum), was the only business in the 
area other than Ocotillo. Other than being private one lane farm 
roads crossed by irrigation canals Ocotillo, west of Alma School, 
and Dobson Roads south of Queen Creek didn’t exist at that time.

How large was Ocotillo on the original master plan?
It was approximately 2700 acres in the 1988 revised master plan.

How large is it today? 
It is approximately 1900 acres. 

How long did it take to build?
After the ups and downs of the economy over the years we’re still 
going strong over 30 years later. The last major piece of land was 
added around 2001 when Balboa Way was designed, filling in the 
Ocotillo master plan between Ocotillo Lakes and Ocotillo Road. 
With the new projects that have started or in the planning stage, I 
would estimate the Ocotillo community will be ‘built out’ over the 
next 2 to 3 years. 

How were you initially involved in the project?
My initial responsibilities were to coordinate and contract for the 
design and installation of utilities such as cable, telephone, electric 
and natural gas.  Eventually, I became the construction manager 
and was responsible for the design and construction of several miles 

of arterial roads like Alma School and Queen Creek along with 
other development activities associated with each subdivision de-
sign and approvals  

Which subdivision was built first?
The first subdivision was The Harbour Club, by Coventry Homes. 

Was the golf course part of the master plan?
Yes it was. The Ocotillo master plan was designed around the golf 
course and stood as the centerpiece of our community, as it does 
today.

Who were some of the first businesses in Ocotillo?
The Ocotillo Golf Resort was the first, next came Space Data (now 
Northrop Grumman) in 1989-90.  Basha’s shopping center was ac-
tually the first grocery store in the area at Queen Creek and Alma 
School, but it was not part of the Ocotillo master plan ... soon to 
follow was the Ocotillo Fiesta shopping center where Albertsons is 
now located.

How did Compadre Stadium become part of Ocotillo?
Compadre Stadium was part of the master plan.  It was the spring 
training home of the Milwaukee Brewers from 1986 to 1997. 

What do you consider some of the major milestones in Ocotillo?
• Construction of the Ocotillo Golf Resort; including the club-

house, restaurant and ballroom, in 1996-97.
• The Queen Creek Road connection to I-10 and construction of 

the Price Road freeway.
•  Intel locating next door.
•  Setting the stage 30 years ago for water reuse in central Arizona 

and becoming one of the largest community operated water re-
use sites in the country.

• The great working relationship with Chandler City Council and 
staff that developed over the years and continues to this day.

Tell us something about Ocotillo that most people don’t know.
• Jacaranda Parkway was originally planted with Jacaranda trees 

until the winter of 86 or 87 where the winter frost was so severe 
it killed most every tree.  They were replaced with the Mondale 
Pines you see today.

Farm Road on Old Ocotillo Road alignment 1985
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• Though frowned upon, one could find the occasional hunter in the open farm fields 
south of golf course and Ocotillo Road in the late 80’s and early 90’s. 

• By using reclaimed water for landscape irrigation The Ocotillo Community Association 
conserves 400 to 500 million gallons of surface and ground water annually.

• Intel purchasing the land and moving to Ocotillo was sealed with a hand shake and a 
$10.00 bill in the early 90s, by a man most of you have heard of, Bernie Hoogestraat.  

Looking North-Motorola under Const, now Continuum Summer 1985 Lake Const- #4 White bunker with lake-tee box in backgroud 1985

Ocotillo before earthwork-Basha Water 
tower in backgroud 1985

Started grading Phase I Ocotillo - Mororola in background Spring 1985

Chandler Chamber of Commerce Community Book 
Ad 1987

Chandler Chamber of Commerce Community Book 
Ad 1987

The Chandler Arizonan Tribune  1987

1987 Chandler High School El Lobo Yearbook



20      Issue 4/2018    

A History of Ocotillo cont.

Island 1987

North Lane of Alma School in front of Compadre Stadium 1993

Ocotillo Golf Resort Clubhouse 1996

S. Alma School 1993

Ocotillo Master Plan 1988 Mayor and Council 1987

Alma School  & Queen Creek 1993

Spyglass Bay pre 1990
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What was Compadre Stadium?
In the early 1980s, Chandler began courting the Milwaukee 
Brewers to come to Chandler for spring training. At the time 
the Brewers trained in Sun City, but their stadium had been sold 
and they needed a new home. Chandler leaders wanted to bring 
the team here because they saw neighboring cities with teams – 
Phoenix had the Oakland A’s, Mesa the Chicago Cubs and Cali-
fornia Angels, Scottsdale the San Francisco Giants, and Tempe 
the Seattle Mariners – and they wanted the economic benefits of 
having a Major League Baseball team in their own community.

Compadre Stadium Late 80s

Former Chandler mayor Jim Patterson, Dwight “Pat” Patterson, 
and several others worked to build the privately funded $1.6 mil-
lion Compadre Stadium in 1985. Located on the southwest cor-
ner of Ocotillo and Alma School Roads, the stadium became the 
spring training home of the Brewers one year later.  The 5,000 
seat stadium was the first to offer grass seating beyond the outfield 
wall, a feature of all new spring training ballparks today.

The Brewers trained at Compadre for 12 seasons, leaving for 
Maryvale in 1998. Today the site is home to Echelon at Ocotillo.

Old Compadre Stadium Farm, now Echelon 2000

Aerial Photo of Ocotillo 1994
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CommuniTY map…

The Ocotillo 
Community Association

Excellent Service, 
Outstanding Results!
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The Ocotillo 
Community Association

To be informed on community happenings and news, please sign up for auto-email 
notification by visiting the Ocotillo website: www.oca-az.com.

Ocotillo Golf Club



24      Issue 4/2018    

1.  Defer your income

Income is taxed in the year it is received—but why pay tax today if 
you can pay it tomorrow instead?
 
It’s tough for employees to postpone wage and salary income, but 
you may be able to defer a year-end bonus into next year—as long 
as it is standard practice in your company to pay year-end bonuses 
the following year.

If you are self-employed or do freelance or consulting work, you 
have more leeway. Delaying billings until late December, for exam-
ple, can ensure that you won’t receive payment until the next year.
 
Whether you are employed or self-employed, you can also defer 
income by taking capital gains in 2019 instead of in 2018.

Of course, it only makes sense to defer income if you think you will 
be in the same or a lower tax bracket next year. You don’t want to 
be hit with a bigger tax bill next year if additional income could 
push you into a higher tax bracket. If that’s likely, you may want 
to accelerate income into 2018 so you can pay tax on it in a lower 
bracket sooner, rather than in a higher bracket later.

2.  Take some last-minute tax deductions

Just as you may want to defer income into next year, you may want 
to lower your tax bill by accelerating deductions this year.

For example, contributing to charity is a great way to get a deduc-
tion. And you control the timing.
• You can supercharge the tax benefits of your generosity by do-

nating appreciated stock or property rather than cash.
• Better yet, as long as you’ve owned the asset for more than one 

year, you get a double tax benefit from the donation: You can 
deduct the property’s market value on the date of the gift and you 
avoid paying capital gains tax on the built-up appreciation.

You must have a receipt to back up any contribution, regardless of 
the amount. (The old rule that you only had to have a receipt to 
back up contributions of $250 or more is long gone.) Other ex-
penses you can accelerate include:
• an estimated state income tax bill due January 15
• a property tax bill due early next year
• or a doctor’s or hospital bill

But speeding up deductions could be a blunder if you’re subject to 
the alternative minimum tax, as discussed below.

Don’t miss out on valuable tax deductions if you can itemize rather 
than claiming the standard deduction. According to the IRS, about 
75% of taxpayers take the standard deduction, but could be missing 
out on valuable tax deductions if they can itemize.
 
• If your qualifying expenses exceed the standard deduction, 

which in 2018 is $12,000 if you are single, or $24,000 if you’re 
married filing jointly, then you likely should maximize your 
deductions and itemize.

 
• Don’t worry about figuring out if you can itemize or should 

take the standard deduction. TurboTax will figure it out for you 
based on your answers to simple questions about your deduct-
ible expenses.

If you’re on the itemize-or-not borderline, your year-end strategy 
should focus on bunching. This is the practice of timing expenses 
to produce lean and fat years. In one year, you cram in as many 
deductible expenses as possible, using the tactics outlined above. 
The goal is to surpass the standard-deduction amount and claim a 
larger write-off.

In alternating years, you skimp on deductible expenses to hold 
them below the standard deduction amount because you get credit 
for the full standard deduction regardless of how much you actu-
ally spend. In the lean years, year-end planning stresses pushing as 
many deductible expenses as possible into the following year when 
they’ll have more value.

3.  Beware of the Alternative Minimum Tax

Sometimes accelerating tax deductions can cost you money… if 
you’re already in the alternative minimum tax (AMT) or if you 
inadvertently trigger it.

Originally designed to make sure wealthy people could not use 
legal deductions to drive down their tax bill, the AMT is now in-
creasingly affecting the middle class.

The AMT is figured separately from your regular tax liability and 
with different rules. You have to pay whichever tax bill is higher.

8
Act before December 31 to increase your tax breaks

Whether you are having a good year, rebounding from recent losses, or still struggling to get off the ground, 
you may be able to save a bundle on your taxes if you make the right moves before the end of the year.

Year-End Tax Tips

Top
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This is a year-end issue because certain expenses that are deductible 
under the regular rules—and therefore candidates for accelerated 
payments—are not deductible under the AMT.
• State and local income taxes and property taxes, for example, 

are not deductible under the AMT. So, if you expect to be sub-
ject to the AMT in 2018, don’t pay the installments that are due 
in January 2019 in December 2018.

4.  Sell loser investments to offset gains

A key year-end strategy is called “loss harvesting”—selling invest-
ments such as stocks and mutual funds to realize losses. You can 
then use those losses to offset any taxable gains you have realized 
during the year. Losses offset gains dollar for dollar.

And if your losses are more than your gains, you can use up to 
$3,000 of excess loss to wipe out other income.

If you have more than $3,000 in excess loss, it can be carried over 
to the next year. You can use it then to offset any 2018 gains, plus 
up to $3,000 of other income. You can carry over losses year after 
year for as long as you live.

5.  Contribute the maximum to retirement accounts

There may be no better investment than tax-deferred retirement 
accounts. They can grow to a substantial sum because they com-
pound over time free of taxes.

Company-sponsored 401(k) plans may be the best deal because em-
ployers often match contributions.

Try to increase your 401(k) contribution so that you are putting 
in the maximum amount of money allowed ($18,500 for 2018, 
$24,500 if you are age 50 or over). If you can’t afford that much, try 
to contribute at least the amount that will be matched by employer 
contributions.

Also consider contributing to an IRA.
• You have until April 15, 2019 to make IRA contributions for 

2018, but the sooner you get your money into the account, the 
sooner it has the potential to start to grow tax-deferred.

• Making deductible contributions also reduces your taxable in-
come for the year.

• You can contribute a maximum of $5,500 to an IRA for 2018, 
plus an extra $1,000 if you are 50 or older. Use our IRA Calcu-
lator to see how much you can contribute.

If you are self-employed, the retirement plan of choice is a Keogh 
plan. These plans must be established by December 31 but contri-
butions may still be made until the tax filing deadline (including 
extensions) for your 2018 return. The amount you can contribute 
depends on the type of Keogh plan you choose.

6.  Avoid the kiddie tax

Congress created the “kiddie tax” rules to prevent families from 
shifting the tax bill on investment income from Mom and Dad’s 
high tax bracket to junior’s low bracket.
• For 2018, the kiddie tax taxes a child’s investment income above 

$2,100 at the same rates as trusts and estates which are typically 

higher than rates for individuals.
• If the child is a full-time student who provides less than half of 

his or her support, the tax applies until the year the child turns 
age 24.

So be careful if you plan to give a child stock to sell to pay college 
expenses. If the gain is too large and the child’s unearned income 
exceeds $2,100, you could end up paying taxes at the same rates as 
trusts and estates.

7. Check IRA distributions

You must start making regular minimum distributions from your 
traditional IRA by the April 1 following the year in which you 
reach age 70 ½. Failing to take out enough triggers one of the most 
draconian of all IRS penalties:
• A 50% excise tax on the amount you should have withdrawn 

based on your age, your life expectancy, and the amount in the 
account at the beginning of the year.

• After that, annual withdrawals must be made by December 31 
to avoid the penalty.

When you make withdrawals, consider asking your IRA custodian 
to withhold tax from the payment. Withholding is voluntary, and 
you set the amount, but opting for withholding lets you avoid the 
hassle of making quarterly estimated tax payments.

Important note: One of the advantages of Roth IRAs is that the 
original owner is never required to withdraw money from the ac-
counts. The required minimum distributions apply to traditional 
IRAs.

8.  Watch your flexible spending accounts

Flexible spending accounts, also called flex plans, are fringe benefits 
which many companies offer that let employees steer part of their 
pay into a special account which can then be tapped to pay child 
care or medical bills.

The advantage is that money that goes into the account avoids both 
income and Social Security taxes. The catch is the notorious “use 
it or lose it” rule. You have to decide at the beginning of the year 
how much to contribute to the plan and, if you don’t use it all by 
the end of the year, you forfeit the excess.

With year-end approaching, check to see if your employer has ad-
opted a grace period permitted by the IRS, allowing employees to 
spend 2018 set-aside money as late as March 15, 2019. If not, you 
can do what employees have always done and make a last-minute 
trip to the drug store, dentist or optometrist to use up the funds in 
your account.

To the extent that this message or any attachment concerns tax mat-
ters, it is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, 
by a taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be im-
posed by law.  This message was written to support the promotion 
or marketing of the transactions or matters addressed herein, and 
the taxpayer should seek advice based on the taxpayer’s particular 
circumstances from an independent tax advisor.

Info courtesy of Turbo Tax
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Pick-Proof Your Dead Bolt
Even amateur thieves can pick a 
lock. To hold the dead bolt firmly 
in place so the door can’t open, in-
stall the SIMLock (thesimlock.com). 
Replace a dead bolt screw with SIM-
Lock’s special screw, then slide the 
‘lock’ over it to keep the dead bolt 
from turning. This product only 

works on dead bolts that lock in the vertical position.

Secure Patio Doors
Patio door locks are easy to pick. 
Placing a heavy-duty stick in the door 
track will bar the door closed, but it 
looks crude and it’s inconvenient to 
remove every time you want to open 
the door. Fortunately, there’s a better 
way to get the security you need.

Andersen Corp.’s auxiliary foot lock (andersenwindows.com) 
fastens along the bottom of the door and has a bolt that fits into 
a grommet to hold the door secure. A similar lock, the Door 
Guardian (thedoorguardian.com) attaches at the top of the door. 
Both locks allow the door to open 3 in. without compromising 
security. Installation takes about 10 minutes. Screw the bracket 
containing the pin to the door, then drill holes and insert grom-
mets in the track for the pin to slide into.

Add Inexpensive Door and Window 
Alarms
Keeping doors and windows locked is 
your first line of defense. Make wire-
less alarms your second. Burglars hate 
noises, so even a small alarm usually 
sends them running. The alarms are 
available at home centers. Or check 
out Intermatic or Door and Window 
Alarms. The alarms don’t provide the 
same security as pro-installed moni-
tored systems since the wireless de-
vices are activated by doors or win-
dows opening (not glass breaking). 
Use the alarms for doors and win-
dows in ‘hidden’ areas of the house 
where you don’t normally gather and 
that are often dark.

Attach the alarm to the door or window (with a screw or dou-
ble-sided tape) alongside the magnetic contact strip (they don’t 
have to be touching, but within 1/2 in.). When the door or 
window opens, breaking magnetic contact, the alarm shrieks 
(these little units have a piercing alarm). The door alarm has a 
delay feature, giving you time to set the alarm and leave, then 

open the door and deactivate the unit when you come home, 
without setting it off. The window unit has an on/off switch. 
The alarms will work on any door or window, and the batteries 
last two to three years.

Beef Up Your Wooden Garage  
Entry Door
A flimsy old wooden garage entry 
door has weak center panels that can 
easily be kicked in, making it a fa-
vorite target for thieves. Adding a 
dead bolt won’t solve that problem. A 
down-and-dirty way to beef up the 
door is to add a 1/2-in. plywood re-

inforcement panel and then bar it with 2x4s placed in bar-holder 
brackets.

Cut the plywood to fit over the door’s center section (make sure 
it covers the windows but doesn’t cover the door handle). Fasten 
it to the door with drywall screws.

Test-fit a bracket and 2x4 against the door. Measure how far the 
bracket is from the wall, then cut filler strips that distance and 
install them. Fasten the brackets in place by drilling 1/4-in. pilot 
holes and inserting 3/8 x 3-in. lag screws. Place the 2x4s in the 
brackets.

Install a Small Safe
Most of us don’t need a big, heavy, 
expensive safe to secure our valu-
ables. For $100, you can get a safe 
that will protect against thieves. Be 
sure to fasten it to the floor or wall 
so an intruder doesn’t walk off with 
it. Safes go up in price for options 
such as fire protection and digital or 
biometric (fingerprint-reading) opening systems. Sentry Safe 
makes several models (sentrysafe.com).

Install the wall safe or cylinder floor safe by bolting it to the floor 
(most safes have holes inside for just that purpose). Hide it in the 
corner of a closet or other inconspicuous area. Or mount the 
wall safe inside a wall and cover it with a picture. Or chip out a 
hole in your concrete slab and stick in the floor safe, then pour 
new concrete around it.

Keep Spare Keys in a Lock Box
Hiding a house key is risky business. 
Clever (or lucky) burglars sometimes 
find hidden keys. And insurance 
companies may refuse to cover your 
losses if there’s no sign of forced en-

try. The solution is a combination lock box (about $12 at home 
centers and hardware stores). Screw it to a fence post or your 

Ways to Theft-Proof Your Home
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house in an inconspicuous spot. But don’t use the short, wimpy 
screws provided by the manufacturer. A crook could pry off the 
box, take it home and patiently saw it open. Instead use four No. 
10 x 2-in. screws, preferably stainless steel.

Know Who’s There
You never want to open a door unless 
you know who’s on the other side. A 
peephole lets you see who’s there, but 
entry doors don’t come with peep-
holes, and a lot of peepholes are so 
tiny that they don’t clearly show you 
who’s out there. Strangers can hide 
slightly out of view or appear so dis-

torted that they’re hard to identify.

Avoid uncertainty by installing a wide-angle door viewer. Check 
out the model from M.A.G. Engineering and Manufacturing 
Co. (magsecurity.com, No. 8720)  that offers a 160-degree view 
and is available on the company’s website. Install it just like a 
standard peephole—drill a hole from each side and screw it in.

Put Motion Detector Lighting  
Anywhere
Put motion detector lighting any-
where. Motion detector lights are 
a proven crime deterrent, and stan-
dard hard-wired models cost as little 
as $15. If running a power supply 
would be difficult, buy ones that run 
on solar power. The downside is the 
cost. A Heath Zenith model shown here (the SL-7001) costs $80 
(heath-zenith.com).

Don’t Keep the Clicker in Your Car
A thief who breaks into your car can 
grab the remote for easy access to 
your garage. This isn’t just a problem 
when your car is parked in the drive-
way; the registration card in your 
glove box gives a crook your address.

So get rid of the remote on your visor 
and buy a keychain remote. You can easily take it with you every 
time you leave the car. Home centers stock only a small selection 
of remotes, but you’ll find more online. Start your search by typ-
ing in the brand of your opener, followed by “remote.”

Lock Up the Overhead Door
Some people “lock” the overhead ga-
rage door when they go on vacation 
by unplugging the opener. That’s 
a good idea, but physically lock-
ing the door is even better. An un-
plugged opener won’t prevent “fish-
ing,” and—if you have an attached 
garage—it won’t stop a burglar who 
has entered through the house from opening the garage door 

from inside, backing in a van and using the garage as a loading 
dock for his plunder. Make a burglar’s job more difficult and 
time-consuming by locking the door itself. If your door doesn’t 
have a lockable latch, drill a hole in the track just above one of 
the rollers and slip in a padlock.

Install Door Reinforcement Hardware
You can spend hundreds on a fancy 
“pick-proof” dead bolt for your entry 
door. But you’re kidding yourself if 
you think that’ll stop most burglars. 
The truth is, most don’t know how to 
pick a lock. They gain entry with one 
really well-placed kick or body slam 
that splits the doorjamb (and often 

the door as well), and they walk right in. You can stop burglars 
in their tracks by beefing up your door and jamb with reinforc-
ing hardware. The components cost about $120 and take about 
an hour to install. Here’s how to do it.

Measure the entry door thickness and the spacing between the 
entry knob and the dead bolt cylinder. Then buy either a single 
or a double wrap-around door reinforcement plate kit and four 
1-1/2-in.-long stainless steel wood screws. Then get a doorjamb 
reinforcement kit.

Remove the entry knob and dead bolt cylinder. Then remove 
the dead bolt and latch and toss the short screws. Install the 
wrap-around door reinforcement plate and reinstall the latch 
and dead bolt plates using the longer stainless steel screws.

Info courtesy of familyhandyman.com
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CommuniTY evenTs…

Sooner than we realize, the holiday season will 
once again be upon us.  The OCA sponsors a 
holiday light contest with judging of homes 
taking place in mid-December.  Judges will 
be looking for the most creative, festive and 
tasteful holiday lights and décor throughout the 
community.  Gift Certificates will be awarded 
to the winners in each of the categories for Best 
Lighting, Best Animation, Most Creative Use of 
Lights, and Best Overall.

Let’s make this year even bigger and better than 
last ….. so start your planning and have some 
fun  … and the best of luck to everyone who 
will be participating!

The Ocotillo Community  
Holiday Light Contest

New Year Resolutions
What is a New Year’s Resolution? 
New Year Resolutions are basically commitment or promises 
that people make to themselves. These could be promises to 
complete a project or to alter a habit for their own betterment. 
Since these resolutions are usually made in the beginning of 
the year, these are popularly known as New Year’s Resolution. 
Ideally New Year’s resolutions should remain into effect until 
the goal is achieved. However, it has been noticed that most 
New Year Resolution are broken fairly shortly after they are 
made. 

History of New Year’s Resolution
It is said that the tradition of making New Year’s Resolutions 
was started by early Babylonians. Their most frequent resolution 
was to return borrowed farm equipment and begin the new 
year with a clean slate. Some people believe that New Year’s 
Resolutions were once promises made to the Gods, in the hope 
that the Gods would grant them some favor in return, such as a 
good harvest. It was also believed that breaking of New Year’s 
resolution brought bad luck on the individual hence one was 
advised to be careful while making New Year’s Resolution. 

Popular New Year’s Resolution
In modern times, most popular New Year’s Resolution pertain to 
good health or appearance. Most people resolve to reduce weight 
by taking up exercises or by eating right. Other very popular 
and mostly broken resolution are to quit smoking and drinking. 
Students usually make a resolution to complete their assignments 
on time and staying regular with studies. Resolutions of waking 
up earlier and going to bed earlier are also quite common.

Fun-Facts About New Year Resolutions
Here are some fun facts related to New Year as observed in 
America:
• About 40 to 45% of American adults make one or more New 

Year’s resolutions each year. 
• Most popular resolutions include promises of weight loss, 

exercise and quitting smoking. 
• Other common resolutions deal with better money 

management/debt reduction. 

The following statistics reveal how many of these resolutions are 
maintained as time goes on: 
• Past the first week: 75% 
• Past 2 weeks: 71% 
• After one month: 64% 
• After 6 months: 46% 
• About 67% of people make three or more resolutions.

Expert’s Advice on New Year’s Resolution
Though many people make New Year’s Resolution with 
enthusiasm and zeal, it has been noticed that most of these 
resolutions fall short. Experts feel that the reason for the failure of 
these resolutions is that most people do not back their resolution 
with proper planning. It is recommended that one should plan 
how to effectively deal with the temptation of giving up the 
resolution. It is also recommended that one should utilize a 
support system of friends and family to keep their motivation 
level high. 
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New ClieNts Please eNjoy 

20% OFF 
your First Visit 

exClusiVely with 

sheryl hoFFer
FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL

480-721-7302
2177 w. QueeN Creek rd.

just 2 Miles south oF ChaNdler FashioN Mall
ChaNdler, aZ 85248

loCated iN dowNtowN oCotillo
oCotillo resideNt

oPeN MoNday thru saturday
eVeNiNg aPPoiNtMeNts aVailable

Hair Stylist, Color Specialist


